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"HIS Book is written with ſuch a 
tender and truly Chriſtian Concern fo 
the Souls of Mankind, and is ſo extremel 
well adapted to the Capacities and Circum- 
Aances of the poorer Part, that fome par- 
_ ricular Gentlemen at one Time purchaſe, 
Five Thouſand 20 diſperſe . among them: 
And many 7. Bouſande have been Reid 
oven away 7 other pious d N oh: aca 
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$ the Providence of GOD hath brought 


ch 4 me into ſo near a' Relation to you as 
n. forpat of your Miniſter, I look upon it as my 


emehſſounden Duty to be earneſt and aſſiduous in the 


cum Por ] have undertaken, and to let no Op- 
par- portunity paſs. unheeded, that may afford me 
haſed|Means of labouring for the Good of your Souls. 


hem: The ſhort. time of your Stay in the Hoſpital, 


eee. the Neaſan of my preaching to you in the 


7ſons Hapel, when I am able, on M. eek-days, 4 
well as Sundays, by this Means endeuvouring 


fo make the Returns of the Time for your ſpi- 
it ua Inſtruction as frequent as poſſible. * 


- ;þ The Cure of your Diſorder is of ſuch a Na- 


ure, as renders it gyten impaſſible for me to 
onverſe with you in private, and a Stay of 
ny long Continuance in the Wards, tho the 

ouſe where you are is ſo neatly and carefully 
ept, 1s what I have attempted, but cannot” 


ear. | 
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Theſe Things have bern often en my Mind, 
and at laſt I have reſolved to ſubſtitute this 


Tittle Book to be your private Vafitor in my 
Stead, earneſtly praying that the GOD of all” 


race may accompany: your Peruſal of it with 
His Blefſing—and O my unhappy, becauſe 


my unholy, Fellow Mortals Eet me intreat 
you to make much of this, and every other 


Means of Inſtrutton that ts offered you : think 
pow god the Lord is to bring you to a Hou? 
of” Mercy, where you can be in Want. of no- 
thing, either SpiritualorTemporal, except thro” 
yowr own Fault or Negle& : think how little 
vu habe deſerved ſuch Favours, and how 


nan, thoufands once were left to periſh for. 


gan of them : let theſes Conftaerations call 
upon you for all due Thankfulnefs, and excite 


* you to make fſuchauſe of what is now'offered ta 
you as may be well for you in that Day, when 


GOD ſhall call you to an Account for all the 


Talents committed to you, of which  afſure 
yourſelves the Contents of this little Book cu 
not be reckoned the leaſt. I have often told 


you, and here repeat it ence more, That there 


1 but one Sort of. Sinners to whom the Salva 


tion in the Goſpel is offered, that can poſſibly, 


according to the Word of that Goſpel, be de- 


ftroyed ; and thoje are they of whom | Chrijt | 


complains, John v. 40. They will not 


come unto Him that they,may have Life. 
Boy © EE This 
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This, continued in, is the unpardonable damning: 
Sinof the Warld in which we live, Men either 
keep from Chriſt, becauſe they love their Sins tos 
well to think of parting with them, or elſe fol- 
low the Pride of their own _ Hearts, and 


fly for Mercy to the inemorable Lawof GOD, 


and are for making: a Saviour of their own' 
imperfect Righteouſneſs but may the Lord 
Belp you to renounce a'l your Sins with. the: 
deepeſt Abhorrence, to fly 


God has borne long with you, but He will not: 
bear always : He hath declared that His: 
Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man. 
Gen. vi. 3. Therefore now ſeek him while: 
He may be found, call upon Him while: 
He is near, If. lv. 6. He hath been graci- 
ouſly: pleaſed to add this Opportunity alſo to 
the many you have already had, when at ſur 
dry Times and in divers Manners he.has been 


calling to you to Repent and: turn from tbe 
Evil of your Mays, beware: of trifling any 


Unger with Him, remember what is written,, 
Our God is a conſuming; Fire, Heb. xii. 29. 
and again Heb:x. 35. It is a fearful Thing 
to fall into the Hand of the living God: 
ſpould you fall into His Hands: as. He 1s. Sin: 
avenging God, you are undone for euer]. Be. 
willing then ko hear the glad Tidings of that 
Grace of P which bringeth Salvation, ro 
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from them as 


from the aus, Everlaſting Deſtruction ! 
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75 
receive it as it is offereit freely to the & inful 
Sons of Men, that you may. be delivered. 
rom the Bondage of Corruption into the 
glorious Liberty or the Children of God, 
Rom. viii. 21. 

This little Book will be a\ Means: of ſhewing 
you the Way to eſeape, if you peruſe it as you. 
ought, in deep "Humility of Spirit, and in 
Prayer to God far a Bleſſing on what you 


read: Take heed how you flight what ou here 
meet with, for on your Acceptance or Refuſal 
of the Truths therein contain d, depends no 


eſs than your Welfare here and for ever. 


That God may give every Reader a beach- 
able Mind, and that He may open ' their 


Hearts ta receive with Meekneſe the en- 
grafted, Word which is able to ſave their 
Souls, James i. 21. ig the en ncere and ear- 
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Compaſſionate Addreſs. &c. 


EAR immortal Sou's ! will {you. 
permit a Friend of yours to ſpeak to 
you a little about your higheſt, and 
everlaſting Concerns ? It may be no-bo'y 
has ſpoken to you about them a great while ; 
and | fear you will not mind them, without ” 
being earneſtly and frequently. ſpoke to : And 
is it not a pity, that you ſhould fit ſtill and, 
neglect a preat Salvation and glorious Eter-. 
nity? Eternity, did I fay ? Who can men- 
tion Eternity without Admiration, and Fear, 


and Trembling ? Ah, dear Souls, Is it not 


ten thouſand Pities, that for want of Know-. 
ledge, , and Wiſdom, and Care, you ſhould. 
loſe the Time of Life, and loſe a Day of 
Grace, and plunge yourſelves into REN 
Peſtruction 2 Who can bear the Thoughts 
of it? Who can chooſe but ſigh and weep, 
to think, that thoufands and thouſands, that 


now live merry and jocund in a careleſs. 


World, will &cr long be turned into Hell, 
with all them that forget God, and obey not. 
the Goſpel. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! O that 
mine Eyes were Fountains of Waters, to 
run down Day and Night, for the Multicude 
of ignorant, profane, ungodly \ Souls that 


dwell in our Land! What Crowds of them. 


are every Where to be found! How are our 
Cities, Couatries and Families filled with 
loeſe 


r AL TEES 57.4 cm a — : 
] f 


ooſe, wanton, hardened, Sinners, that will not 
hear, and will not learn the Things that be- 
long to their endleſs Peace ? How -many Fa- 
miles live without Religion, and without the 
Word or Worſhip of God, and mind nothing 
but the World, and Vanity, and Sin from one 
Week's End to the other > What Numbers are 
there of wicked Souls, that live in Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs, in Chambering and Wo itonneſs, 
in Hatred and Strife, and Envy, in Curfing 
and Swearing, and Uncleaneſs, and never 
conſider what the dreadful End of all this Sin 
will be? How many thouſands are there that 
live w.thout conſcientious hearing and read- 
ing. the Word and Will of God, without ſe- 
rious Prayer to God, without folemn Thoughts, 
wheth r there be a God, to be worſhipped or 
no? Or whether there be a Mediator be:wzen 


God and Man, or no? Or what the Mediator 


is, or where he is, or what he is doing? Ah, 
poor periſhing Mortals! What will become of 
you | Where will you in a little Time appear, 
if this Courſe hold? Give a Friend, yet a 
Stranger, leave to bemoan and bewail your 


wotu! Condition! O ſad Day that brought you 


into the World, if in ſuch a Condition you. 


ſhould go out of it! Woe to you that ever you 
were born, if you put not on Wiſdom, Repen- 
tance, and Holineſs before you die! I b=ſeech 
you, open your Eyes and Ears ! Hear the 
Word and Truth of God, and fee the Things 
that he hath revealed! Behold the Love and 
Compaſſion of the bleſſed od 1 Behold the 
Mercces and Grace of the Son ge 
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tre Glerits of Heaven, and the Sorrow of 


Hell! [Behold the endleſs Life and endleſs | 


Death that God hath ſet before you! O, the 
Stupidity and Deadneſs of worldly ſenſual | 
Souls! How grieved and pained am I for you ! 
Grieved to think of the Joys that you forfeit 
and ſcorn; pained to think of the heliiſh An- 
gu ſn and Woes that you are running into ! And 
how much more grieved and pained ſhould . 
I be, had T more Love to you, and a more 
clear and lively Belief of thoſe Reports that 
are in the Worv of God? I ſhould then more 
reſtlefly cry out, ] Bowels ! my bowels ! Jer. 
iv. 19. How do they yeatn over you ! How 
are they diſturbed and diſtreſſed for you, my 
Brethren ! And will ye not pity yourſelves 2 


A Have you no Concern for your own Wel are, 
For for the De'iverence of yourſelves from e er- 
nal Wrath and Ruin ?. Alas, would you have. 


God to fave you. againſt yourſelves from eter- 
nal Wrath and Ruin? Alas, would you have 
God to fave you againſt your Wills? Or 
orig you to that Heaven that you will not 


Akte, or love, or ſeck ? O, that I could help. 
vou to ſee your Caſe! And that I could do 
„ ſomething to pull you as Brands out of the 


Fire! Alas, how dozs your Deſtrüction 
haſten ! Ah though you flee ep and dream a- 
way your Life and Time, your Damnation 
lumbers not, 2 Pett. ii. 3. What will you do 
When God ſhiil ſay of you, It is a People of 
uo Underſtanding ; they will not underſtand the. 
Things that belong to their own P. ace and Sal. 
tion; 3 and therefore he that maid? them, will 


0 nat 


E 9 * 2 


not have Mercy on them : and be tbat formed 
| them, will ſhew them no Favour, Jja. xxvii. 11 
Ah, wretched Sinners! Do - you- conſider. 
this; who will ſave you, or can ſave you, if 
he that made you will not? Will any one 
ſhew you Favour, if he that formed you will 
not doit ? Whoſe Power is greater than His ? 
And whoſe Goodneſs and Mercy is greater than 
His? Whoſe Bowels of Compaſſion are more 
tender than His? And will the Time come, 
when He will ſhew_ you no Mercy, and no 
Favour ? O dreadful ! What will you do when 
the great Day of his Wrath is come; where 
will ye hide in the Day of his ſevereſt Indigna- 
tion? How can ye bear that Wrath that break- 
eth the Mountains in Pieces, and burns dawn |} 
to the loweſt Hell! DOT I 
43 How ſhall I beſpeak ye? How ſhall I pour 
cout my Love to you, my Concern for you | 
and my Lamentations over you? O, that 
vou were wiſe; wiſe for Eternity, and for Sal- 
vation! Come, ſet down and let us reaſon 
together. What are you doing? And what 
ha ye you been doing ſince you were born ? what 
ſort of Heart and Life have you? what Spirit 
are you of; whether are you. going ? what 
{ willbe the End of theſe Things? what ſort of 
| World do you think to appear ia next ?. where 
will your Abode be for ever and ever? Ab, 
poor Wretches ! do you think to eat and drink 
away the Time of Lite, to fleep and trifle away 
the faireſt Sealons that God Jends you, and 
then conclude, that all will be well, and God 
and Heaven will be yours at laſt! Dare 
| 12 8 N | e- 
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I Pelußon ! What Sin or Luſt, what Villian vr 


er Devil put it into your Minds! ? Never believe 
if it, that without Faith, and Repentance, and 
12 Holineſs, you ſhail ever ſee God, or enjoy the 


ll Company of the Bleſſed : O, that you would 
5 be reconciled to Wiſdom; to that Wiſdom that 
an the Word of God will teach you; that you 
would be reconciled to true Crete and 


je, Codlineſs! Roufe up your Reaſon, and Senſe 
no and Judgment; throw away the fooliſh Con- 
en ceits and wicked Preſumptions of this World 
ere | apply your Minds to ſomething good, and 
ga- heavenly, and divine ! For your Soul's Sake; 
k- for the Sake of your eternal Welfare and Hap- 
wn pineſs, let me beg you to think a Beile and 
PO on ſuch The 'Ngs as ; theſe, | 

yOu 2 — — ae _—_— . 
2 | SE C T. I. Serious Cunhiderationt. 
fon | Ethink ye what ye are. What, know ye 
hat | not your ownielves ? Are you ſo intent 


hat upon Things without, that ye can never look 
pirit within, nor conſider your own Beings * ? Are e 
vhat not curious, excellent Creatures? Do you not 
rt of if ſee a great Variety of Creatures lower than you, 
here | ſuch that ſeem to be made on Purpoſe for you, 
Ab, and for your Uſe and Service? What elſe are the 
rink Birds of the Air, the Beaſt of the Field, and 
away the Fiſh of the Sea and the Rivers? Are vu 
and not much better than they ? furniſhed with great=+ | 
God | er Excellencies and Powers ? and who made you - 
erate to differ ? who gave you more Knowledge and 
De- | Judg- 


* # 
— 


+ and loft have ye been to your Maſter, and tql te 
all the Love and Service that you oe Him? 


5 lofty One, that inhabits Eternity: ſo great and th 
” yalt is he, that the Heaven of Heavens canno! E 
contain Him! So bright and glorious. is He” 
that the pureſt, brightet Angels cover thein®* 
F: We! 
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Judgment, and Conſcience ? who put the Shee * 


and Oxen, and other Cattle in ſubjection to you N a 
| x Was it not ſome great Creator and diſpoſer off th 
all Things? Was it not ſome great Lord that ig] tb 


good to Man, ande prepared him awell furniſh* hs 


* , World to dwell in, who made theſe curious Bo S1 


dies and excellent Souls? theſe , Bodies of ſucl ff 


good Shape, and of ſo many Parts and Veſſels N 
who made this Head and Braig, that thus go- al 
verns the Body, and guides the Motions of it) th 

who made the eee to receive the Food, tl 


and digeſt it, to nouriſh the whole Body ? whoffl B 
made the Lungs to breathe and blow, and the 
Heart to receive the Blood, and pour it out a th 
gain into all the. Members 105 the Limbs! how d. 


wonderfully are you made! who formed thi: S! 


Soul that gives Life and Motion to the Body ;Þ 2 


that knows, and judges, and remembers that G 


is capable of noble Services, and of great Joya © 
and M feries ? O fooliſh, unthankful Mankind P 


that ſo forgets itſelf, ids O. igtnal, and Creator F 


Alas, how ſtupid and ſlecpy W you been allff V 


- this while ? How have ye loft your T houghts, fe 


and Minds, and Souls, emidſt The Cares, ant Y 
'Vices, and Noiſe of 108 World ? and how dead Y 


2. Configer who God is] How high and great 
and glorious he is that made you, and ordained 
all theſe Things ! He is indeed the high and 


\ 


BET 
Faces before Him! Look up to the Heavens, 
and conſider the Wiſdom and Power that ſhines 
off there ! what wonderful Wiſdom and Power was 
that, that made this Firmament and Sky, which 
hang over our Heads, that made this glorious 
Sun that ſhines by Day, that made all theſe 
thouſands of Stars that look down upon us at 
N.ght! Look round about ye upon the Earth, 
and ſee the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs. 
that dwells there]! what Riches and Stores are 
there? Graſs and Herbs for the Cattle; Beaſts, 
Birds and Cattle for Men ; Seas and Rivers to 
water the Earth ! O that Men would praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his won- 
derful Works to the Children of Men ! How: 
great and good is that God that thus made and 
ordered all theſe Things! How great is his 
GooJneſs, and how great is his Beauty; 
and how great is his Holineſs, and his 
Power! And then how great is his Love aud 
Favour, and alſo how great is his Juſtice, and 
Wrath, and Indignation ! , Who would not 
fear and glorify Him! How ſad it is, that 
your Hearts are turned away from God ! that 
ye have no more Delight in Him, or Deſire af- 
ter Him! Ho fad it is, that you ſhould hve 
ſo ſtrange to that God, who can only make 
great this World a Comfort to you; and who alone 
eq <an make you eternally happy! 3 
and 3. Tink what the Law of God is ! The Rule 
anch that He hath given you to act and live by! 
ano Has God made you fit to guide and govern 
He. yourſeves? And do you think He has given 
tbeifno Laws, to command, to direct you? Does 
F acct nn * | he 


„ 
he not juſtly expect Honour and Worſhip from 
| you ?. And has He not taught you . to wor- 
ſhip Him? Does your Conſcience never accuſe 
you, for having broken the Law of God ? 
Don't you find the Laws and Commands of God 
in your Bible? Are not the chief of them ſum- 
med up in ten Heads, or ten Commandments ? 
aud ſummed up ſo, that you may the more eaſily 


remember them, and think upon them? Yet 


when did you think of the Things that are 
commanded or forbidden there? when did you | 
'find that God's Law 1s exceeding broad ; that | 
it reaches the Mind, the Thoughts, and Con- 
ſciences, and judges the Secrets of the Heart'! 
Alas, how little have ye loved your Duty. and | 
Obedience to God ! Do you think God has for- 
otten his Laws as much as you have? and' 
that He will never call you to an account for 
your Ignorance, Stubborneſs and Diſobedi- | 
ence to them? Conſider, That the Judge of 
all the Earth will maintain his Law, and will 
do right. 
4. Conſider what Sin is, *Tis your Unſuitable- 
neſs and Contradiction to the Law of God; your 
Diſagreement and Diſobedience to God's good, 
and holy, and ſpiritual Law 3. and if Treaſon 
and Rebellion againſt an earthly Ki ing deſerve: 
Death, what mult be the Wages of Treaſo 


and Rebellion againſt the holy God? What, wil 
you bid Defiance to the Majeſty of Heaven 
will you ſcorn his Wiſdom, and Gocdneſs, anc 
Power? What, will you trample upon his Mer 
ey, en! Patience, and Love? Will you * hi 

en 
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Vengeance, and provoke him to his Face? 


Poor Souls! Think what you are doing: do ye 
think God will not hate Sin, and that he wilt 
not be revenged on all the Workers of Ini- 


quity ? how much Evil and Guilt is there in 


one Sin ! And how much more in a whole 
Life of Sin! And how much more if you live 
and die in Sin without Repentance. | 


you ſome Time or other conſider ! It will not 
always he choaked and ſilenced. Have you 
no Conſcience? Would you have the World 


to be turned out of the World ? Have you no 
inward Shame for any thing you fay or do? 
Can you lie without Conſcience ? Have you no- 
Fear of God, no Reflection on yourſelves, no. 
Regard to the J aw of God? Can you content-- 


g edly murder all that ſtand in your Way, or be“ 


unclean, or ſteal, or forſwear, if you thought. 
you ſhould not be diſcovered ? What, Hearts 
have you? how unfit to live among Mankind? 
Does Conſcience never accuſe you ? if you 


have a Conſcience, how much worſe are you 
than the Brutes ! and that becauſe" you are 


likely to do much worſe Miſchief !' If you 
have & Conſcience, what is the Language and 


there is a holy and terrible God? that you 


| have offended him, and want to be reconciled 


and to be at Peace with Gotl ? does it not tell 
you that you have Souls to be ſaved, and 


tell you that Death is coming, and you are: 
5 | i „un 


5. Confider what Conſcience is. It will make 


to know you have gone? How fit are you then 


Meaning of it? Does it not tell you, that 


Work to be done for Eternity Does it not 
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vou then have.! It would give you no Reſt 


- x2conciled to God, and. purged from dead 
Works, that you may comfortably ſerve the 


- If yeu did but know the Law of Gcd, you 


de found, and that Sin and Ungodl ne ſs every | 
_%here reigns. Can we wonder then, that God 
is angry with ſuch a World as this, and that NM 
He ſends Puniſhments, Woes and Plagues ? # 


1-0] 


unready, and know not what will become of | 
you for ever? Did you never feel the Pains 
and Pangs of Conſcience ? If you ever did, | 
confider how inraged and pained it would be, 
if God ſhould open Conſcience more, and ſet 
your Sins in order before your Eyes, and 


make you feel the Weight of them ! what a 
pained, troubled, reſtleſs Conſcience would | 


Day nor Night; it would be a conſtant Torture 


to you, and as a Worm that never dies: O 
ſtand in awe of your Conſcience, ſee that it be 


hying God ! 
6. See what a finful, woful World you live in! | 


would ſee it is a finful World, continually ! 


breaking God's Laws, you would ſee how lit- \ 


tle of the Fear and Love of God dwells there, 
tow little Aim and Deſign for God there is to 


We find ſome complain of Poverty and 


Wants, ſome of Sickneſs and Pain, others 


of Shame and Reproaches : ſome are wronged 
and oppreſſed ; almoſt all have their Croſſes, 
Diſappointments, and Vexations, in one kind 
or other ; and Death at laſt infallibly comes, 
and cuts down all, And ſhould we be fond 
of ſuch a World as this? A failing, wi- 


[I thering World! A vain, vexatious, dying 


World 


n 


wr. 2 OB... "I 
„f World ! Will ye . ſeek a better World than 
is this? Will you ſell your Souls for this? What _ 
}, | ſhall it profit you to gain ſuch a World as this, 
e, and then loſe your own Souls, and periſh for 
et ever? O what need have you to be ſaved from. | 
id this preſent evil World, and ſet your Hearts, 
a land Hopes, and ExpeCtations upon a bet- 
cry + 1 ' | 
7. Conſider what Religion is: The Way of 
ferving and pleaſing God. Conſider what the: 


O FChrittian Religion is, That Way of ſerving'and: 
be pleaſing God which is eſtabliſhed in and by Je- 


ad Iſus Chriſt, and which is taught to the World 
by him, and is contained in the Bible. Do you 
Itake Care to learn your Religion from thencez. | 
Yor have you no Religion? If you have none, 


ou Fre you not Hyprocrites? for do you not pro- 
Ily Feſs ſome Religion or other? If you have no 
lit- Religion, ſure you he ve no Conſcience; and if 
re, no Conſcience, ſure no Reaſon, nor Judgment, 
to ut live like filly Beaſts. If you have Reli- 
ery gion, where is it? from whence do you learn 
od t? from the Cuſtoms and Commandments of 
hat Men ? from your Parents and Education? 
s ? Klas, are Cuftoms always good ? Is Education 
and glways agreeable to the Word of Chriſt ? Do 


1ers Nou pretend to be Chriſtians, and yet not know _ 
ged hat Chriſtianity is, and what it means? Are 
les, Ne Strangers to the Religion you pretend to be 
ind pf, and by which. you hope to be ſaved? Do- 

nes, Fou think, that a- Religion you do not under- 
ond tand will do you any good ? Or that it is 
wi-Fnough to have the Name, and make a Noiſe- 
ing bout Religion, when you have none of the 
orld f A Power 


know him, or think of him? What! know ye 


ven, and ſending down his Holy Spi rit to con- 


ceeding in Heaven; and of his deſigning toi 
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Power and Practice? How eaſy do poor Sin- G 
ners delude their own Souls, and cheat them | ar 
into eternal Darkneſs! _ 10 
8. Bethink yourſelves who the Lord Feſus Chriſt | G 
ts! Ho oft do you ſpeak of him, and yet not | to 


not Chriſt ? Is he the Head and Author of your 
Religion, and yet not know him ! Are ye call- 
ed by his Name, called Chriſtians | and yet not 
know who Jeſus Chriſt is? What do you think 
of him? Is he God or Man, or both? What are 
his Excellencies ? Or has he none in your Eyes“? 
What do you think of his Pecſon, of his Office, | 
Work and Defign ? What do you think of his 

utting on our Nature, and coming into our 
World? What do you know of his Life and 
Death, of his Miracles, and Righteouſneſs, 
and Spirit? What do you know of his dying ? 
for our. Sins, and for our Redemption; of his 
Riſing from the Dead, and going up into Hea- 


vert and ſauctiiy the World unto himſelf ! 
What do you know of his reigning and inter- 


come again to judge this whole World! O, 
blind Negle&ors of your own Souls, that willy 
not know and remember him that came to re- 
deem and fave you | How will you look him 
in the Face, when he comes again! R. 

9. Confider what the Bible is. The Book thai th 
God has ſent you, to teach you the Way to kt 


Heaven, and Happineſs, and Himlelt : the Book yo 


that is to make you good and wile ; yea, wiſe foi yo 


Salvation, The Book that contains the Law off G. 


0 


1 


| [ 19] 
[God, and Gofpel of Chrift : The Law of God, | 
m | and what he commands you, as your Duty, and 
I Obedience, and Thankfulneſs to him: The 
t Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Way in which you are 
ot || to be pardoned, and faved, and accepted with 
ye | God. There you are told what God has done 
ur Yin the Creation, Prefervation, Redemption and 
11- Government of the World: There you are told 
ot how God dealt with Man when he had made 
nk him good and happy: there you are told what 
re God has done in ſending his Son for the Re= Þ} 
s F demption of the World; and what the Son of 
ce, God has done to redeem and recover us to 
his God: There you learn how Holy Men have 
ur Y walked with God, and have been loved, and 

bleſſed by him; and how evil Men have offend- 
ed him, and have been curſed and puniſhed] by 
him. There you are taught how to believe, 
is and repent, and obey, and overcome the World, 
and be eternally happy and bleſſed. O bleſſed 
Book, how it is flighted and deſpiſed! O wicked 
World, that will not value and ſtudy, and learn 
the Book of God, the Word of Truth, and 
Word of Salvation ! O, the Patience of God ! 
that ſo bears with the World, that diſregards 
1118 and ferſakes his Law and Covenant; his Will 
Jand Grace, diſcovered to periſhing Mankind! 

Io.. Conſider what . Converſion, Repentance and 
Regeneration are. It may be you often have heard 
the Name; but little know the Things: Doye |} 
know what it is to be converted unto God? Do 
you know what the Repentance is that ſets 
your Heart againſt Sin, and ſets it towards 
God? Do you know what it is to be new- 
dorn 
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born, or born from above 2 or to have a Heart 


and Mind renewed by tke Spirit of God? 


Know.ye not that you have need that a great 


Change ſhould be made upon your Hearts and 
Conſciences before you can be fit to enter in- 


to Heaven? See you not, that you muſt be 


mightily altered in Temper and Spirit, before 


you can be ſo holy as. ſome others are; and 


before you can love: God and Chriſt with all 
your Mind, and, Might, and Strength? Do 
you not preceive how vain and fooliſh,. how 


carnal, and worldly, and corrupt you are? 
Do you not ſee that you have need to be & 
new Creatures, to have new Hearts, new 
Spirits, new Affections, that you may de ſuch 
as the Word of God requires, and ſuch as may 
be prepared for Death, and appearing before} 
God! How long will you continue in your 
Sins? In the love and practice of Sin! How | 


Jong will ye live Enemies and Strangers to God 


without Converſion or real turning to the 
Living God! Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye 


die! 


Fin. eee, what. lines cr ber 
they are for. Are they not to be Ambaſſadors 
for God, and to intreat you to return, and be 
reconciled to God ? Are they not ordained and 


appointed to teach you the Way to God, and 
Life, and Heaven! and will you not hear 
them! will you not learn and receive 2 
them, the Preaching and Inſtruction, that 
for your Good, and the Peace of vour 16 7 
4 hag Bethink ye what Baptiſm is. Do you live 
ina Chriſtian Land! And have you been bapti- 


— MSP 
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rt ed? and know ye not what Baptiſm is? Know 
ye not that ye were ſigned and ſealed with Wa- 
at ter? ſigned for God's Servants, and ſealed in 
1d Con- 1ant with him? Was not Water apply'd 
n- Ito you, to tell you that now you mult be pure 
be and clean, purged from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 
re ſnd Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
god? You were baptized into the Name of the 
Father, to oblige you to love the Father, and 
o be faithful in all Obedienee to him : You 
vere baptized in the Name of the Son, to ob- 
ige you to chuſe the Son for your Redeemer 
and Saviour, and to be Followers of him to the 
Death: You were baptized into the Name of 
he Holy Ghoſt, to. oblige you to accept the 
oly Ghoſt for your Guide and SanCtifier, and 
Wo give up 33 to the ſanctifying Opera- 


our ions. And have you forgot and neglected alt 

ow Whis? O perverſe Souls! will nothing tie you 

— o God! will no Bounds be ſtrong enough to ſe- 
e 


We you to him? How fad it is, that ſo many 
houſands that have been baptized to God and 
hriſt, ſhould be Slaves to Sin, and led Cap- 


hoſe that have been given up to the Father, 
nd to the Bleſſed Son, and to the Holy Spi- 
andWit, ſhould at laſt be found among the Devils, 
and Ind doomed to their Flames and Deſtruc- 
near ion! FEET e 
rom 13. Think what Death is Think on it, for it 
is coming apace; it is well if it does not come 
nd ſeize you before you have well thought of 
Will it not come and divide your Soul from 
e Body! will it not come, and cut down-the 
Body 


: ive by the Devil! and that baptized ges, 


that will not ſuffer Men to look and prepare fo 
Death ! O cruel Sin and Fleſh, that lull Soul 


till they are landed in endleſs Darkneſs and 
Deſpair ! Dear Friends awake, rouſe up Sen 


tion for it! 


the Joys and Pleaſures that are there ! O thi 


good earneſt for Heaven: Then you will fin 


Aan the eternal God, in. whoſe Preſence 


[22] 
Body and lay it in the cold Earth ! O deluded 
beſotted Sinners, that will not think of thaſ 
that will be here ſo ſhortly! Who has be 
witched you, that you ſhould not prepa: fo; 
ſuch a Meſſenger, that is coming to carry yo 
into another World! How ſhould I weep ave; 
dying Mortals, that will not think whitheſ 
they are going! O deviliſh, * tempting Worl&c 


aſleep, and bind them up in Sloth and Darkneſ 


and a7 yon and bethink you where you wil 
be in a little while! How many Funerals do w/ 
ſee, and how many. Mourners go about thi 
Streets] In how few days muſt your Faces 0 
changed, your Eyes and Lips be cloſed, thi 
warm and walking Body ſtretched out as a co 
ſtiff Corps, and ſo confined up, and laid dow 
in a dark Grave out of Sight! And will yo 
then be proud, and vain, and frothy, an 
gay, as you are now! Dear Brethren, think e 
Death, and make all wiſe and holy Prepary e 


14. Think what 8 1. But who can. te * 


you would be willing to go and ſee, and fe 
them there! How. ſhall I adjure you to be 


at laſt, that it was well worth all your Paiſfor 
and Care, There is the Fountain, and allt 
Springs of Life, and Peace, and Bliſs": ? thet 


Fulne 
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ed gulneſs of Joy for evermore ; there dwells the 
thaYſord Jeſus, who will fill you with Happineſs 
be the Light of his Countenance : there dwell 
Je happy Angels, and there the holy Souls 


at are gon from the World, and are now 
ade perfect, and will make you joyful. If all 
Wis will not make you ſtrive for Heaven, in 
od Truth, you deſerve never to come thi- 
er. Shall Heaven, and all its Inhabitants be 
ſpiſed by you! Beware how you thus for- 
e your own Mercy! _ Mi 
15. Conſider what Hell is. Conſider, that you 
Sen{Way not come there, God make you willing 
eſcape theſe Torments! What Tongue can 
owl, or Heart conceive the Sharpneſs, and Se- 
. thWrity, and Length of them! There is the A- 
es bipde of the Devils, and damned Spirits, that 


, thi bated and curſed by the holy God: and 
cow great is the Power of his Wrath, and the 
dow e:ght of his Fury! How dreadful, doleful, 
| yo d terrible, muſt his Juſtice, and Indignation, 


and Revenge be! The Worm is there that 
ink l never die! The Fire is there that will never 
parc quenched, the Lake of burning Brimffone, 
t flames and torments for ever and ever! 
ies and howling are there Night and Day 1 


in. te 


| thſhere weeping and wailng, and gnaſhing of 
d feſeeth! There Pains and Stings of Conſcience ! 
be Whe Horror, - Anguiſh, Confuſion, and De- 
ill finfair ! Lord, ever fave us from that Place of 


r Pail 
all th. all that is needful to fave us from the 
{ theſſrath to come! Sit down, poor Mortals, and 
2nce think ye, what if ye ſhould be in Hell, be- 

1 fore 


— 


orment ! Make us willing to be, and to | 
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fore this Month is ended! How inconceivab!l 
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into the Woes and Flames of Hell! 


How will you do, when the Arch-Ange 
Voice and Trumpet ſhall open your Grave 


your Conſciences then bear you out! How v 


1 241.. 
e 
ſad will your Caſes be to all Eternity! Ande 
why not you as well as thouſands that are ther 
already, and thouſands more that will con | 
there hereafter '? What do you more than tt 
thers ? How little Care do ye take to prevenſſſhc 
Damnation? Awake, all You that have Soul: 
to be ſaved ! For God's Sake, for thoſe preciin 
ous dear Souls Sake, have a care of runnin@r 


3 


15. Conſider for the Lord Feſus Chriſt's Sab 
conſider the Day of Fudęment. The Day. whe| 
all Mankind muit be doomed: to their eterr 
State and Abode. A bleſſed Day O dolef 
Day! The moſt bleſſed that ever came to ſome 
the moſt doleful that every was to othes 
Who, can tell the Sorrows, or the Joys ( 
that Day. . | 

A Day, which one would think, ſhould co 
tinually keep the World in awe. How will yo 
guilty Sinners, look the Judge in the Face 


7 


r 


pn 
t 
and ſtartle you there, and draw you for W 
appear before all the World! How will ye i 
able to behold all that Company! How uf 


you endure to have your Names called ove 
your Accounts called, your Tallents of Ti 
and holy Means and Mercies reckoned fo 
What Account can you give of what you ha 
been doing in the Body, ever ſince you we 
there 2; How will you bear the Judge's Vo! 
and the eternal Sentence he wil. pronount 


. < 


125 ] 
able that forget that Day! Ye that will not Re. 
\ncmber that the Lord is coming, and coming 
her Judge the World in Righteouſneſs! _ | 
om Now, beloved Brethren will you think a 
1 Mitle on theſe Things? Are they not Things fit 
venfſþd worthy to be thought of? Will 5 the 


CY 


Zou! 
rec! 
nin 


editation of them do you good? Will it not 
nd to make you better and wiſer, more fit. 

r Death, and a better World? The Lord 
lp you to underſtand, and love the Things 

your Peace. 

What Knowledge 50 you pot? Is it not 

ery ſmall, and lame, and lifeleſs ? Does! it ſet 

du upon the Love of God, upon praying to 
m, and keeping his Commandments ? If it 

des not, what is it good for ? Will ſuch a 

nowledge, or ſuch a Faith, ſave you? It may 

vou ſometimes repeat the Creed (or the 
elief) and the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 

pmmandments; and do you underſtand them, 

Faceſhd love the Truths, and Requeſts and Duties 
ngcP@ntained there? Can your Minds go long 
raveWth the Words? or do ye ſay them by rote, 


Sabi 
whel 
tern 
olef 
ome 
the f 
58 Y 


cal 


l yo 


for W Parrots, without knowing the Meaning ? 
ye ve me leave to examine you in th.ſe Things 
w vi little ; let me help you to look into your 
»w with'n Hearts, and ſee what Knowledge or Dark= 
oss is there: what Evil, or what Goodneſs is 
TinſWcre : Let each of you then, that reads this 


d forſfetter, ſeriouſly and honeſtly examine your- 
Du haſ'ves upon theſe three Parts of 8 
u us. 
; Vo! 3 3 1 
noun. GE C 8 SECT. Y 
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8 E C T I. 5 elf- Examination derived 


from the Creed. 


1. J Believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker 
2 of Heaven and Earth, Do I believe there 
is a God? How much Atheiſm dwells in my 
Heart? How little have I lived as if I did be- 
lieve that there is a God? How ready have I 


been tc ſay in my fooliſh Heart, There is 1.0 


God; or elſe to wiſh that there was no God |! 
How loth am IJ, that there ſhould be a God | 
loth to be troubled with Religion and Godli- 
-neſs ! How glad ſhould I be, If I might live as 
Iliſt, and not be called upon to fear and wor- 
ſhip God ! Alas, how little have I known and 


believed the Nature and gloricus Perfections of 


God, his Pur.ty, Light, Wiſdom, | ower, and 
Love? How little have I conſidered, that he is 
ſuch a Father as has an Eternal Son; that he is 


Father of Angels and Men, by making them ſo 
like hiinſelf; that he is Almighty, and can do 
whatever he pleaſcs; that he is Maker of the 
wide and beautiful World that ue ſee ? How 
oft have I] ſeen the Heavens and never thought 
on him that made them ? Seen the Sun, ard 
Moon, and Stats, and never thought on that 
Wiſdom and Might that framed them, and 
placed them there? How oft have J ſeen the 
Earth and Seas, the Mountains and Rivers, and 


never thought on the great Creator? How oft 


have I ſeen the Meadows covered with Grafs, 
the Fields with Corn and Grain, and never re- 


membered that good God who made all theſe 
Things? How oft have I ſeen the Beaſts and 


Cattle 


F 
ed Cattle, the Flocks and Herds, and not conf 
dered who mide them, or whether they were 
once made or no, or who gave them into the 


ak Poſſeſſion of Men? If I have believed theſe 
vy Things, how vain and ineffectual? how dead | 


Jand unthankful has all my Faith been? 
18 2: And in Feſus Chrilt his only Son our Lord ; 
who was conceived by the Holy Gboſt, born "of 3 
ai irgin Mary. When did | confider all this, and 
4 | endeavour to underſtand it? Do I: really believe 
Il. that there was ſuch a Perſon in the World, as 
Jeſus Chriſt? That about ſeventeen hundied.: 
Years ago, he lived in the- Jews Country, call'd 
nd Canaan; that there he was born particularly at 
a Town called Betblehem ; that there he preached 
and did abuadance of mighty Miracles, went 
Jup and down doing good, inſtructing Sinners, 
Jand ſaving So ils ? Do I believe that he is the 
Son of God. in ſuch a manner as no other 8 = 
go fare ; that he is the eternal Son of God; that | 
te Ihe is the eternal Word and Wiſdom of the Fa- 
ow ther, and with him the Maker of all Things 
ght that are made | that he is therefore Lord and 
ard ter of all Things; equal to the Father in 
hat llevery divine Perfection and Attribute? Have 
and II believed, that this bleſſed Son of God, wel 
tells, and our Redemption, took on him our 
and Nature, was united to ſuch a rational Soul as 
ofte have, and to ſuch a Body of Fleſh, and 
* Blood, and Bones as we have? Do I believe 
= therefore, that he-is both God and Man, in 
heſeItwo diſtinct Natures, and yet one Perſon, one 
$i J Redeemer 2 Have I conſidered, . that he is 
5 55 juſtly called * that is, Saviour, becauſe 


he 
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he muſt, and will ſave his People from their 


Sins? And juſtly called Chriſt too, that is, l te 
Anointed ; becauſe he is appointed and pre- U 
pared of God, to be the Saviour of the World: P 
and that he his the Meſſiab, the great Deliverer Y* 


that was of old promiſed to the Church-of the 
TZews ? How great and ftrange is it to believe, 
that the human Nature, or the united Body. 
and Soul of Jeſus Chriſt, were formed by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Virgin's 
Womb! that they were conceived there; and 
ſo, that he was brought forth, and born of 2 
pure and holy Virgin? Have I known and 
pondered and believed thoſe Things concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt 2 

3. Whoſuffered under Pontious Pilate, wnas cri. 
ce, dead and burried, and deſcended into Hell. 
Have I believed this ſtrange Report! Have 1} 
conſidered the great Compaſtion and Love of the 
Son of God, who would ſcr.ow ard ſaffer for 
us? Havel conſidered what he ſuffered, and. for 
what he ſuffered, and how great his Suffering 
Were, and for what End, avd Uſe, and Purpoſe } 
Ile ſuffered all his Life long; was born to Sor 
rows and Grief : he ſuffered from God, from, 
Men and Devils: he ſuffered from private Perj 
fons, and from the Minifters and Magiſtrates} 
and Courts of Juſtice; all were Enemies tt 
him, who came to bear our Sins, he ſufferec 
from the Fewws, his own Countrymen, and fron 
the Gentiſes, that were Strangers to him; part!} 
cularly he ſuffered under the Government, ang 
in the Court of one Pontius Pilate, one that wa 
2 Roman, and was ſent by the Emperor of Rome 
« | te 


everlaſting - Wrath and Curſe of God. © 
Jhow hard is it to believe this Love, and 


Vedge of Jeſus Chriſt, and of him Crucified ! 
Lord increaſe my Faith! 


Mou great a Piece of Divine Doctrine is this 
that Jeſus: Chriſt ſhould rife again from the 
Dead that his Soul ſhould return from Paradiſe 


he Son of God, was a Light and Teacher ſent 


Paviour of the World ? O excellent Truth l 1s:: Wl 


* — Sr 
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to be Governor of the Fews, who were then 
under the Power of the Romans: This Pontius 
Pilate declared Jeſus Chriſt to be innocent, and 
yet delivered him to the Jews to be crucified I 
to be nailed by Hands and Feet to a Tree, 
and there to hang in Pain, and Hunger, and 
Shame, till Life could Jaſt no longer: a re- 
proachful Death this was, to hang with Thieves 
between Heaven and Earth; A curled Death 
this was, pronounced accurſed by the Law of - 
God. And then, when he. was Dead, he. 
was taken down from the Croſs, and laid 
in the Grave: all this he. endured for our 
Redemption; that he might redeem us from 
Sin, and Death, and Hell, and from the 
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Grace; that the Son of God ſhould. ſuffer, . 
and bleed and die for ſuch a poor worthleſs, 
unthankful Sinner! Lord, increaſe my Know- 


_ 


. The third Day be roſe again from the Dead. 


and be united to the Body again, and enter with: - 
t upon an eternal Life! How great a Confir- 
mation is this, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was 


7 - vs 


of God, and ſo was owned by him, to be the 


4% 


Chriſt riſen ? then he has conquered Death, and 
C3: Willa 


. 2 
Dr 
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from the Dead and the third Dy, that is, the third > 


How highly is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt exalted ! 
bow high is he in the Favour and Love of God 


3 4 


will give his Servants the Victory? Did he riſe he 


Day from his Death? that mult be the fir Day 
of the Week ; for all the Jews Sabbath, (which 
was the ſeventh Day and our Saturday, he lay ; 
in the Grave. Did he riſe on the firſt Day of 
the Week? How honourable is that Day! 
how pleaſant ſhould it be to me to think of | 
cur Saviour's Reſurrection from the Dead! 

5. He aſcended up into Heaven, and fitteth on 
the Right Hand of God, the Father Almighty, 


Is he gone to Heaven ? Alas, how little have 
I thought of the Heaven to which he is gone? ie 
How great and glorious is the Company 
there? Surely there is one kind Friend, fince . 
our Lord Jeſus is there! Is, he at the Right be 
Hand of God? How happy is he after all his | 
Sufferings and Sorrows ?' For at God's Right 
Hand are Pleaſures for evermore, O that 1 
could think of IJeaven more, ſince Jeſus Chriſt | 
is there! That I could: ſet my heart and Af- 
fections on Heaven, ſince he is there! Surely. | 
he will remember h's Servants, and ſp-ak a 
Word 'on the Behalf of his Beloved; fince. hel 
is ſat down at the Right Hand of God: 
6. From thence he ſhall come to judge both the 
Quick and the Dead. Will Jeſus Chriſt come 
again: he that ſuffer'd, and was crucified, 
and ſlain, will he come again ? He that is ſet 
down at the Right Hand of God, will he come 
again to this World ? Surely he has ſome great 
Work to do; How great is it? to aße 
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iſe Me whole World N. who is able for ſuch 3 

rd Work? Who can remember the Thoughts, and 

iy Words, and Deeds, that have been in the 

ch World from the Beginning of the World to the 

ay Fad of it? Who can know all Men's Hearts, 

of Ind Defigns, and Aims? Who can know all the 
y Frhoughts and Languages that have been in the IM 
of World? Who can tell all the Men, and Wo- l; | 


Men, and Children, that have been in the 


on World, and will be to the End of the World & 
ty. All this does Jeſus Chriſt know, or he cannot 
d! Judge the World in Righteouſneſs. Alas, how 
d]! Mittle do we think of this? How oft do we mut- 


er over this Belief, without thinking and be- 


e ? Wieving that Jeſus Chriſt is coming to judge the 
ny orld ? What will become of the Dead, when 
ice Whey ſhall be called to an Account? What will, 
aht become of the Quick, or thoſe that ſhall be found 


3 alive, when Jeſus Chriſt comes? What will. they 
do, when the Earth ſhall quake under them z. 
when Flames ſhall fly round about them; when 
riſt the Heavens ſhall open over their Heads, and 


they ſhall ſee the Son of Ged come with all his- 


Angels, and with. mighty Power and great 
gGlory? Why is the World ſo ſleepy and ſecure? 
Iko little have I believed: that Day? how lit- 
te fitted and prepared myſelf. for it? What 
ſhall I do then? and where ſhall I appear? in 
what Condition ſhall- I then be; how ſhall I 
bear the Judge's Face, and Voice, and Sen- 
tence ? Lord teach me to prepare for that Day! 


think myſelf who the Holy Ghoſt is? If not, how 
ges can I. profeſs to believe in him? Have I heard 
mne FT, and 


7. I believe in the Holy Ghoſt. Did I ever be- 


that is excelleot and pure, ſince he is call'd Hoh 


tures! 


my Dedication to him, ſhould hon our and ſerve 


NE E272 
and conſidered whether there be any Holy Gho! 
or no? If I have, who is he? Surely. he is on 


Tis 
tis 
La 
one that is in himſelf inviſible and YH ied AUC 
ſince he is called Gh or Spirit? one that is 
Perſon, fince I muſt believe him and truſt him 


ar 


and a Divine Perſon too, ſince I muſt believe ie 
him for ſpiritual and everla ting Bleſſings ; muna 
believe in him, as in God the Father, and thftha 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Do I believe the Holy Ghoſt * 
an 


and the l hings he has revealed in his Scrip 
for holy Men of God ſpake as they _ 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, Do I believe} Sa 
in the Holy Ghoſt ? Surely I ſhould remember | 

the Work that he has to do; for the Work of 
Sanctification, and making me meet for Hes. 
ven? Have I been baptized in the Name off 
the Holy Gho{t? Surely I ſhou!d remember} 


him, as one to whom I had been devoted. But 
alas, how little have I remembered, and regard- 
ed the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Spirit of God | 
8. The Holy Catbolic Church. This Church! 
am to believe, tho? I believe not in it; I place 
not my Hopes, and Truft, and Confidence 
there, but in the living-God. I have often heard 
of the Church, but what is it? It is ſomething 
pure, and devoted to God, for it is holy. So 
then, that which is not holy, ſeems not to be- 
long to the Church: and then, they that are 
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not holy, are not properly of the Church. Alas, It - 
how many that call themſelves Chriſtians, are 
cut off from this Church? And ſurely it is not 
in the. Compaſs of it, a little. narrow * 


3 1 Ons 
hoſtTis Catholick, *tis Univerſal} apd General; 
 onfcis not like the Jes Church conficed to one 


Land, or Country, or People; it is ſpread. 
ato diverſe Nations and Countries. So then 
t ſhould ſeem, that all who are holy in any 
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aol Land or County belong to the Church of 
e God. What a goodly Company is that? Well 


may I believe, that there is ſuch a Church as 


What, ſince God will have a Seed to ſerve him; 
of nd Chriſt will ſee of the Travail of his Soul, 


| and bring many Sons to Glory. - 

hel 6. The Communion of Saints, Who are theſe 

ievel Saints? Are there any ſuch now in the World? 

ber ſometimes hear of Popes making Saints and 
ſometimes I hear the Name caſt upon People 


they profeſs, or to be as if it were ſcandalous 
to be a Saint: And yet I muſt believe there are 
Saints, and that there is a Communion of them. 
Frequent mention is made of them in Scripture 
Who then can they be ? Can they be any other 
than true Chriſtians ; they that are Lovers of 
God and Chriſt ? They thatare holy, are Saints, 


Church are Saints Happy Company that is. 
made up of Saints! Surely theſe "ſhould on 
one another as Members of the ſame Body and 
Church, and as. belonging to the ſame Lord 
and Head: They ſhould love one another, re- 
lieve, and ſuccour, and pray for one another, 


ſurely they ſhould help one another in the holy 
Way to Heaven. 6 FLA BH 


10. 


by way of Contempt, as if they were not what 


Then all the Members of the Holy Catholick 1 


4 
10. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. And will Go 
indeed forgive Sins? How unwjlling are Me: 
to forgive Injuries done to them? how gloriou 
is God, who might demand the full Puniſhmen 
of our Iniquities ! is there Forgiveneſs with Godf 
O how glad ſhould ſuch a poor Sinner be ! one 
that is ſo laden with Corruption, and Sin, and 
Guilt; one that has ſuch an evil, wicked Heart 
and Nature l one that is prone to Unrighteoutl: 
neſs and to Diſobedience. as the Sparks fly up- 
wards | one whoſe Life has been ſo Idle and 
Vain, ſo far from the Law and Love of God 
and 'will God forgive m2? what need then 
have I to ariſe and go to him for his Forgive: 
neſs? Woe to me, that ever I was born, if God 
will not forgive me, and pardon me! ho- 
fhnould-I ſtudy, and ſeek his Forgiveneſs, and 
ſtudy the way in which it may be fonnd? Upon 
what ſcore will God forgive me? How. will 
his Jutice be cleared and ſatisfied, and glori- 
fied ? There is a Mediator, with him, a great 
High Prieſt, that has preſented him with anſr 
atoning Sacrifice, and has poured out his Soul 
an Offering for Sin! This is the Son of God, 
who has by himſelf purge:| away our Sin: and 
fo we have Redemption, even Remiſſion, or 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins, thro' his Blood. O 
that I might now heartily repent of my Sins, 
and turn from them to God, and embrace 
Jeſus Chtiſt the Saviour, and ſo go to God 
for his Forgiveneſs of all my Sins ! = 
11. The Reſurrection of the Body. Muſt this 
Body be raiſed from the Dead! What! when 
it has lain rotting divers Years in the Duſt; 
and when no Man can tell where the Parts of it 


— A. 7 
'? O what vaſt Knowledge muſt find FEE: 
t? What mighty Fower muſt put them to- 
ther, and give them Life ? What! muſt all 
ou. Graves be opened? Muſt all Men's Bodies 
raiſed! What a vaſt Number will then meet 
ether! Who believes this Report? Who 
ves by all Means to gain a happy Reſurrec- 
on from the Dead? O, that I might mortify 


ate, and pure, and clean, that it may have 
bleſſed Reſurrection! that I could believe 
is Article more, and live in the Expectation 


is Body 
12. * the Life everlaſting, Amen. What! 


erlaſting, and will never end ? What does the 


orment is rather called everlaſting Death. 
Row afraid am I to die, and yet how little do I 
ar everlaſting . Death | how negligent of ever- 
ling Life! What will it be to 
th the bleſſed God, and with the bleſſed Sa- 
Pur, and with the bleſſed Angels; 


ae ? with all the Saints, when they ſhall be 


is Life! Bleſſed God evermore teach me 
e Way to this Life ! Amen. 

Thus, Brethren, have you conſidered how 
hen pu have believed ? have ye believed in vain ? 


e Luſts of the Body; that 1 might keep it 


, and 1 for the Reſurrection of 


there another Life after this? a Life that is 
oliſh World think of? How inconceivable is 


endleſs Life? how inexpreſſible, whether it 
ſpent in Torment! Tho? an endleſs Life in 


live forever 


with the 
oly Catholick Church, when it ſhall be made 


a bleſſed. Communion ? What a Life will this 
| O that had all this while more believed” 


have 


e 

have ye not believed with ſuch an idle, lazy Fait 
that will do you no good, and will not fave you 
Souls? ſuch as St. James ſpeaks of, that is with 
out Works of Obedience and Holineſs, and iz 
not much better than the Faith of Devils? ( 
how deceived and diſappointed will many Cir 
ſtians be, that have * no better! 


1 
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T. HI. Self- Examination Meri 
From the Lord's Prayer. | 


ND have ye prayed any better than yr 


have believed? Have not your Prayenſhz. 


been as dead, and empty, and heartleſs as you 
Belief ?. You fay, you believe in God the Father 
Almighty: but when do you go down upon your 
Knees, and humbly and ſeriouſly pray to you 
almighty Father? when did you, and where did 
you ſolemnly and heartily honour and worſhip 
him, and pour out your Souls before him? 
may be you ſometimes ſay the Lord's Prayer, o 
hear it ſaid by others; do you underſtand it 
and does your underſtanding Heart pray ove 
the Petitions and Contents of that Prayer | 
Are your Hearts caft into the Mould of thaſ 
Prayer? Are they fitted and prepared according 
to that heavenly Prayer? Therefore let ever) 
one examine himſelf, and his Mind, and tr 
and ſee, if that Prayer, and the red Petitions 
of it, are written upon his Heart. Conſider, 
and reflect thus : 


Out 


417 


ait | \Þ 
you A Father which art in Heaven, ballowed - ⁵ 
+ k be thy Name. How little have I con- 
5 , dered that God is Father of the World, and 


ad taking Care of Man? that he gives us our 
ite, our Breath, and our All! and that he is 
dur Father by Redemption too, having {ſent his 
Son to redeem and ſave us! O how high and 
glorious is God, who dwelleth in Heaven! but 


1 Mow little do 1 think of his Throne and holy 
ei labitation, when I come before him ! how lit- 
YOURE Ie do I think of his Honour and of his Perfec- 


ions, when I come to pray, that his Name may 


youre hatlowed?! how great 1s his Name, and how 
yo reat Things are ſign fied thereby! his Name 

did urely ſignifies to us his Gene and Majeſty, 
thi is Attributes and Glories ; but how little have 


been concerned for the Name cf God, or for 


now on Earth or no! or whether his Excel- 


tl her his Goſpel be ſpread | in the World or no! 

ding las how hypocritically have I prayed, that 

"i is Name ſhould be hallowed and ſanctified, 
r 


hat Religion ſhould flouriſh, that Men ſhould 


OuWear and their- Dread ? how elſe can I pretend 


D to 


particularly of Mankind ; that we are the Off- 
ring of God, having ban made in his holy 


ikeneſs! ard that God is ſtill providing for 


my Thing whereby he makes himſelf known! 
low little have I cared whether his Name be 


encies be made known to Man or no! or whe-. 


hen I have ſo little cared for his Name, and 
onour, and Glory! Is it my Heart's Deſire 


anctify God in their Hearts, Ind make him their 
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to pray, Hailowed be thy Name? How little 
has my Heart accompanied this Petition ! | , 
2. Thy Kingdom come. Do ] love God's King- I 
dom? and would I have it to come into the 
World ? Surely. where God reigns, Godlineſs e 
muſt reign ;z and would I have godlineſs to 1 
reign ? Then how holy muſt our Towns and MW 
Countries be? Then we muſt have more Read- 
ing and Preaching than we have now; more e 
and better Praying and Staging of Pſalms, than M; 
we have now: and ſhall 1 like that? Am I not g 
ready to think we have too much of that already ? Ma 
Have I not been ready to think, we have too 
many Sabbaths, and Faſt Days, and Thankſ— 
giving Daysalready ? and what ſhould we have 
if God's Kingdom ſhuuld come ? Surely this 
Petition is little confidered. Can IJ neglect God- 
lineſs myſelf; and deſpiſe it in others, and yet 
pretend to pray, Thy Kingdom come | Am 1 ready | 
to wonder, what makes People be fo ſtrict and 
ſolemn ſometimes, in and about Religion, and 
yet do I pray, Thy Kingdom come? tiow holy 
muſt God's Kingdom be! How holy muſt Men 
2, when they are kearty Subjects to God! How 
holy will the Kingdoms of this World be, when 
they are become the Kingdoms of God and of 
his Chriit 2 How holy wall Princes, and Magi- 
ſtrates, and Miniſters, and Maſters of Families 
then be ? The Kingdom of God is Religion 
and Righteoulneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt, and have I deſired theſe Things! Lord tha 
forgive me, that I have ſo often ignorantly andſd, 
hypocritically mentioned this Petition, and 4 

| | that Life 


tle 1 | 
that my Heart gives my Mouth the Lye, where 
g- II fay, Thy Kingdem come Ps 

he 3. Thy Will be done on Earth as it in Hea- 
eſs ¶ ven. Alas If I love not Godlineſs, and the 
to Kingdom of God, how can I pray, that. God's 
nd Will may be done on Earth, as it is done in 
d- Heaven ? God's Will is juſt, and holy, and pure 
dre God's Will is, that we put away all Sins, and 
an Luſts, and Corruptions: God's Will is, that we 
ot Mihould deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
y ? and live ſoberly, righteouſly and. godly in this 
o EW preſent World: And have I defired all this? O 
K- how much the contrary ! How have I ſerved- 
we the Will of the Fleſh, and the Will and Humour 
of a finful World ! How have I ſerved the Will 
of the Devil, and of wicked Company! And 
how many more do I ſee do fo too, that ſeem 


O the Deceit and Guile that lies in our Hearts! 
How is the Will of God done in Heaven? It is 


oly done perfectly, joyfully conſtantly there; but 
Jen how ready have I been to reſiſt and contradict 


| his Will; to reſiſt and refuſe the Love and Gra- 

Piouſneſs of his Will, the Holineſs: and Righ-- 
eouſneſs of his Will; the Authority and Jus 

{tice of his Will? How ready to repine and 
murmur at his Providence 2 to rebel againſt all 


to run thro? this Prayer with a deal of Devotion! ä 


ne Diſcoveries of his Wil? Lord pardon that 
Jhaye no more loved and liked thy Will ! and- 
hat I have not more ſincerely and uprightly pray- 
ed, Thy Will be done on Harlb, as it is in Heaven. 
and 4. ide us. this .D&yourdaily Bread. And have - 
that NL ſought and looked for Food and Provifions-: 
gs at 
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at God's hand? Have I not rather expected 
them from my Money, from my Parts and Skill] 
from my Labour and Induſtry in the World? 
But how little have I conſidered. that my Eftats 
and Money, my Parts and Skill, my Health fol 
Labour and Induſtry are all Gon God! He cat: 
curſe my Eflate and Subſtance ; he can ſoo 
blaſt by Parts and Health, and Buſineſs, ant 
won turn me out of all, _—_ deprive me of m 
daily Bread. All things * on him and hi 
Pleaſure. The Rich and the Poor meet together 

in the World, and he as the Maker of them both 
If I have my daily Bread, God can take away. its 
nouriſhing Virtue can take away my Stomach, 
my Taſte, my Appetite and Digeſtion, ſo that 
neither Food nor Phyſick ſhall do me any good; 
io that all my Dependance muſt be on God 
every Bleſting muſt come from him, muſt be 
- fought and craved from him. What need hay: 
1 then to go to him every Day, and beg th: 
Mercies and the Bread of every Day, and there 
by own my daily Neceſſities, and by daily De 
pendance, and Reliance on the God of my Life 

5. And forgive us our Debts, as we forgive ou 
Deb tors. Sin has made me indebted to God, inf 
debted to his Holineſs, and Juſtice, and right: 
ous Law; a Debt I can never pay with'Safet 
and Salvation; the Wages of my Sin is Death 
everlaſting Death, under the Wrath and Cur 
of God. Wo to me for ever, if that Debt ſhoul * 
be demanded of me, where ſhall I then be 
mult be caſt into Priſon and Judgment, int 
the Priſon of Hell, 1 muſt. ſeek. * C 

ardo! 


14 | 45 from Evil; for thine is the Kingdont, and the : 


(ar )* 
Pardon” and Forgiveneſs, or elſe I am undone; 
for there is no contending with God, no juſti- 
fying of myſelf before him; I muſt confeſs and 
bewail, ind beg his Pardon; and there are Hopes 
of Pardon, and room for the Prayer of Faith, 
ſince there is a Mediator and Peace-Maker with i 
him, a great and worthy Advocate, even Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous;- Wh is a Propitiation 
for our Sins. | 

Through him I go to God, and beg, that for 
his Sake he will blot out alt my Iniquities: And 
that I may be made meet to be pardoned by him, 
I *muſt put on a forgiving Spitit Oe others. 
And yet how litle have Iconſidered that, in 
the putting up this Prayer? Howoft have I dome 
before Gol with an uncharitable, malicious 
Heart, with envious and re vengeful Deſigns f and 
yet had the Impudence to pray, Forgive us, as W “w 
fergive cum Deblors; or, As we forgive theſe that © Mi 
treſpaſs againſt as. Ot the Guilt and Deceitfulneſs WM 
of the Heart-—Fhe many ypoc » ical, lying 
Prayers that are put up to God! Lord, teach 
me to take Heed to my Spirit, and pray better * 

6. And lead us not into Temptation, bit del er 
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Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

O how little have J thought of Temptations 
of the World, in which [ live? I have been ready 

to think it a good pleaſant World, rather than Wl 
am enſnaring temptin gone. Little have F-con- - Il 
Sder'd the Temptations of Riches; or. Poverty, 
of Trade and Buſineſs, of every Relation and 
Zoaditiatr of Life: Yet how ſoon and how ea--- 


Dig: Alps 


to enſnare, e deceive, 


ſhould fave me from my Sins, and from de- 
ſerved Judgment; and that he would pleaſe 


were created and ordained ? Amen. 


(42). 


fy does every thing draw me from God, and 


my Duty to him! Little have I thought of the 


tempting Devil, that is continually going about 


how much Evil is 8 the World! Exil 


of Sin, and that provokes God; Evil ot Sor- 


row and Puniſhment, that. God inflicts for Sin. 


How much 1s them in mine heart, which | 


God might deliver me up unto : With what 


an humble, - ſenſible. Heart then ſhould I come, 


and pray to God, not to lead me, or deliver 
me into Temptation! (My evil Heart is ready 
to betray me into Temptation: And that he 


to lead me to his heavenly Kingdom. 
And as I ſhould pray, ſo ſhould I praiſe God: 


I ſhould admi e his 6 and Goodneſs, 


ſhonld bleſs bis holy Name. tor ever and ever, 
But how little has this been the Temper of my 


Heart, the Deſign of my Mind, the Buſineſs of 


my Life! How much have I. received from 
God ! how little have I returned to him! how 


little lov'd him, or thank'd him for what he has 
done for my Soul, or. for. my Body! how ready 
thould I be to aſcribe to him the Kingdom, who 
is Lord of all; and the Power, who orders, 
and manages, and diſpoſes all; 


and the Glos): 
for whoſe Sake and Pleaſure all, things are, and 


Thus confider what you have prayed, and 
how you. have prayed; and how. little you have 
prayed wah the Heart, and Spirit, and Under: 


and deyour. O- 


ſtandinz- 
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od, or will obtain any Bleſſing from him, or 
Jo you any good? O the vain, looſe, cuſto- 


O Hnary, heartleſs Prayers, that are uſed before 
vil The holy God, and that in. Chriſtian Countries, 
or- y profeſſed Chriſtians, and under the Words 
in. Wha: the Lord Jeſus himſelf 9 80 e 
ich f | 
hat ; F” 
"©: 8 E C W. Sl Rane we A 
45 from tbe Ten Commandments. 
be N have you obſerved the Will. of God 
Jo. any better than you have prayed: to. him. 


aſe If Prayers ſhould be lived over, how little have © 


you lived according to your Prayers ! What 
Obedience has God had from you? Have ye 
mou on his Commandments? Have ye 

thought on your. Ways, and turned your Feet 
to his Teſtimonies ? Os the Sinfulneſs and Re- 
bellion of Mankind ! That Man, who was made 
in the Image of God, .ſhould be now unrecon- 


that ſan&&; fied Obedience that is due to God !. 

Come then, Chriſtians, call yourſelyes to an 
Account; confider how you have minded the 
Will and Law of God? Will you not. obey him 
that made you? him that knows what is far 
your good, and commands you nothing but 
what is for Peace and Happineſs ? Is God fo 
and good, and will not you love his Law! will.yau . 
avchy not love the Way of Life and Joy ! How good. 


Jer is-Gad, not to leave you in. the Dark concern- 
22» . mg: 


anding, And is this the praying that will plealx . 


ciled to God, and to that Law. of God, and to 


[44] 
ing bis Will, but to declare it fo freely a 
plainly in the Bible, and to comprehend 
brefly in ten ſhort Commandments, that h 
that runs may read them; and he that has; 
weak Head may remember them ! They we 
of old given to M2/es by God, and by Mo: 
to the Church of the Jews; : and. afterward; 
expounded and given by Telus Chriſt to hi 
Holy Catholick Church. Now try yourſelves 


your Hearts and Ways, according to theſ th. 
Commandments. 


| ha 
God ſpeaks them, for he is the Law-giver 1 
and he bees them by ſuch a Preface as this, fo 


Jam the Lord God, that brought thee out of th: 
Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage. Sofff th 
he brought up his antient People the Jews : 
Egypt was a Houſe - of Bondage to them : there 
they were held in cruel Slavery and Miſery : 
fo the World is the -Devil's Captive. We are 
by Nature Heirs of Wrath, and Hell, and De- 
ſtruction. _ The Devil is ready to tyrannize overſi 1, 
us: Sin makes us its Slaves: and when it has 


n 
done, pays us our Wages in Death and Hell: d 
but God has viſited us in Mercy, has ſent his + 
Som to redeem us from the Houſe of Bondage, |if ; 
and to recover us to Heaven and heavenly Reſt. ; 
How worthy is the Lord, this Jehovah to be 
my God! How juſt it is, I ſhould chuſe hin; 


for my Father, wy Lord, and Law:giver, my 
eternal Happineſs ! How am I bound to love 


him, fo ſerve Ms and: keep his Command - 
ments i, Ip | F 


r.. Tho# 


Tat) 
r. Thou foalt. have. no other Gads before mes 
There can be but one God, and he is- All- ſuff.- 


cient and Almighty, able to make me eter- 
nally happy. Whom. then ſhould I love and 


Adoration, Worſhip, Prayers and Praiſes, but 


to him? To whom ſhould | refign,. and devote, 
and dedicate myſelf, but to him? But O the 
Atheiſm of my Heart! How long have I bid 
me Almighty depart from me! How long 


have I refuſed the knowledge of him and his 
Ways! How unwilling have I been to take him 


God, to ſerve and glorify hm as my God ! © 
the Idolatry of my Heart! How many Idols 
have I ſet up there, in the Room of my God! 
The World has been an Idol, and has reigned 
there : my Earthlineſs, my Worldlineſs, and 
Covetouſneſs is Idolatry: the Fleſ has reigned 
there: the Luſts of my Fleſh have been my 
Idols: they have been 1 and pleaſed, while 
my God has been diſſerved, and diſpleaſed, and 


diſregarded. Sin has reigned over this Soul and 


as a living Sacrifice to the living God. How 
much Idolatry have I committed, even, before 
God's Face! He has ſtood by, and looked on, 


Affections, and Deſires, upon Things diſplea- 
ling, and contrary to him. How guilty. am I 
of breaking this Command, and. unable. to 
itand before him upon that Account ! 


ſerve, but him; to whom ſhould I pay. Homage 


for my God, to love and honour him as my 


this Body, which ſhould have been preſented 


while I forſook him, and laid out my Love, and 


2 . 
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2. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any grave 
Inage, or the Likeneſs of any Thing that is in Heal 
ven above, or that is in the Earth beneath, or i 
the Water under the Earth, Thou ſhalt not boy 
thyſelf down to them, nor ſerve then, for I th 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting the Ini 
quity of the Fathers upon the Children unto th 
third and fourth Generation of them that hate me, 
and ſewing Mercy unto thouſands of them tba 
love me, and keep my Commandments. Does God 
declare himſelf jealous in this Commandment ! 
What Regard onght I to have thereto ! Shall I 
dare to provoke the Lord to Jealouſy ? Am Ian. 
ſtronger than he ?. What Care then ſhould lis, 
have of the Worſhip I preſent to him! Alas! 
why ſtiould I prefame to worſhip God according ſen 
to my Fancy and Imagination? I am not ſo 
well acquainted with his Nature and his Per- 
fections, as to be fit to appoint a Worſhip for 
him: IIe is « Spirit, and a God of Light and 
Holineſs, and fo muſt be Worſhiped in Spirit 
and Truth, and with a Holy Heart. But what 
Ordinances of Worſhip will pleaſe him, he muſt 
determine. He. is a glorious, boundleſs Spirit, 
of whom no Image, no Picture can be made. 
How vain and heinious is then the Preſumption 
of thoſe that pretend to Worſhip him by Images, 
Pictures, Statues, and ſuch Devices of their own 
That I may beware of theit Corruptions, howſſh 
ready muſt I be to conſult the declared Will 
of God! to conſult the Practice of our Lord Fo 
Jeſus, and his Apoſtles, leſt I ſhould bring Ini- . 
- quity upon my Houſe: and Family, and 155 A 
+ 5 - | OLI*WO: 
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£47] 
rfeit that Mercy, that God keeps for the - 


ouſands that love him, and obey his Com- 
andments. 


or inf 3. 7 hou Halt not take the Name of the Lord thy , 
bouſhd in va in; for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
, that taketh his Name in vain. And how 
Ini Crable are they, whom God will not hold 


\!tleſs! whom he will condemn as guilty at. 
s judgment! And yet how little has this over- 
'd my Heart, and drawn me to fear the great 


30d dreadlul Name of the Lord my God ! © 


dw apt have I been to play and ſport with his 
ame, how apt to cry out in the Ule of his 


YritWame, even when 1 profeſs to pray, and cry 


hat r Facber, which art in Heaven] how pro- 


ultWnely do 1 ſwear by his Name, even in taking 
lawful Oath before the Magiſtrates: How lit- 
e do I remember the Greatneſs and Holtheſs 


| that Searcher of Hearts, to whom I then ap- 
* eal ? how much Sin lies upon us, both up- 
'n 


MW the Account of more folemn Oaths, taken 


or-Yoour. and fear, and love thy Name! 


ame, to make certain Appeals to him, in ſay- 
d | g. O God O Lord! Lord {ave me Lord bleſs 
„without thinking on him, whole Name 1 
zen uſed ! and without pretending to pray ſe- 
uſſy to him at that time? How inconſiderate- 
and irreverently do I mention his Titles, his 
ttributes, his Words and the Names that fig-. 
and Wy his PerfeQtions ! how vainly do 1 uſe his 


the Account of common Oaths, and alſo ups. 


Courts before Judges and other Officers !. 
ord Flow ignorantly, raſhly, falſely, and profane». 

do Men ſwear ! Lord, pardon all this Guilt, 
uld fach Men to ; repent of it! and teach me to 


22 — — 9 
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Six Days ſhalt thou Labour, and do all thy Mort 


ger that is within thy Gale: For in Six Days the ++ 


in them is, and reſted the Seventh. Day: Wherefor, 


one in ſeven to himſelf ! How juſt ſhould. I by 


and Days, without Grief and Repentance | 


Idleneſs, and Games, and Company- Keeping! 


E „„ 
4. Remember the Sabbath-Day to keep it bol) 


but the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord th 
God; in it thou ſhalt not do any Work, thou, nor 
thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man-ſervant, ny 
thy Maid-ſervant, nor thy Cattle, nor the Stray 


Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that 


the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath-Day, and hallowed it 
How holy ſhould all my Time be! it is given 
by God, and given for great and good Works. 
How wiſely and graciouſly has God divided my 
time! ſome is more immediate for him and for 
my Soul ; ſome for my Body and the Affairs o 
this World : How liberal is God to allow me 
ſix Days for my worldly Bufireſs! and to take 


to God, and gladly allow hm his own Day! 
and juſt and wiſe for myſelf, in well-ſpending 
the Time that Gud has given me! But, alas 
Lord, how can I look back upon my pal 7m: 
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how much dear and precious Time have I loft: 
how much has been ſpent in Ignorance aid 
Folly of Chidhood ! how much has been loft in 


How wiſe and good is God's Command, tha 
ſix Days I ſhould honeſtly Work and Labour 
Had I followed this Commandment and Coun- 
fel, how much more rich, and healthy ard hc 
neſt, and uſeful had I been, than I am now 
Will God forgive all the Lazineſs, and Negli— 
gence, and Vanity of my Life? O my ilt-ſpent 
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Time, that can never be recovered! O the 


happy, pleaſant Days that I have loſt, and can 
never regain ! How ſwift is Time, and how 
much Work have I for it all! How ſhall I 
want it, when Icome to die? May I learn to 
value it more, eſpecially the Day and Time 


| that God has ordained for himſelf, and for the Ml 
bai Good of Souls 5 ä = 
fort But, alas | how ready have I been to alienate lM 
d it from him, and to ſpend it in Idleneſs, or ü 
ven worldly Buſineſs, or vain Viſits, and Mirth, and 1 
ks. Chat! How little hath God been ſerved on that nn 
my Day, or my Soul benefited by it! How many | 't 
for Sabbaths have L loſt, which will be put down ⁵⁶ 
s off to my Account! How little Good have I gain'd } 1 
mel by them all! How little do 1 love God, and 
take how little thank him and praiſe him for Crea- in 
| by tion and Redemption, fince I am fo ſoon weary 1 
aof that Day, that is to remember both! May 1 
hing] more thankſully remember the Lord Jeſus, - . 
alas and his Reſurrection, and ſo more gladly and | 
me holily obſerve the Lord's Day, and take care * 
ce that all my Family, and all within my Power 
oil: ſhould ſet that Day apart for the Lord * 
aid 5. Honour thy Pather and thy Mother that thy El 
it nfl Days may be long in the Land woich the Lord thy 8 
ng God. giveth thee. And is not Life deſirable? 
thaß How good is God to add Promiſes to our 

ur W Duty, and to add the Promites of the Life that 
dun now is, as well as that which is to come? But 
ho little has this Promiſe prevailed with me to 
ow ih keep this Commandment : Undutifulneſs is 
gli natural to me: this Pride of my Heart makes 
pent me deſpiſe my Superiors. O the Pewer of Sin,. 
"1c | | E that | 


1 5 Yrs 
that makes us ſtubborn and unprateful,, even 
to natural Parents, to Father and Mother? No 
Wonder then, we are contemptuous and diſre- 
ſpectful to other Superiors and Governors, ei- 
ther in Church or State. How excellent is, re. 
Jative Duty to thoſe we ſtand related to, whe- 
ther Superiors, Inferiors, or Equals ! May | 
learn it better, and bring my Heart to the Ob- 
dervance of this neceſſary Command ! 

6. Thou (halt not kill, One would think this 
were an ealy Commandment. Who can think 
of murdering a Man? But whither would the 
'Naughtineſs of my Heart carry me! What's 
the Meaning of thoſe Paſſions that are ſo apt to 
Tiſe there? What would be the Iſſue of Anger, 
and Malice, and Envy, and Hatred, if they 
were not ſeaſonably ſtopt? How many Mur- 
| ders are committed thro? ſuch Paſſions as theſe ! 
May I look after my own Heart, and mortity 
all ſuch Corruptions ! But have I not woundeqd, 
1 murdered my own Soul? How oft do] run i- 
H to Sin, and ſo into eternal Death? How little 
Have I cared for its Life, and Peace, and Sal- 
vation] Have I not alſo been guilty of murder- 
ing other Mens Souls? ready to draw them to 
the ſame Sin and Deſtruction? ready to hinder 
them from repenting and turning unto God? 
| The Lord ſave me from the Guilt of Selt- 
murder, and of Soul murder! | 
| 7. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. But; alas 
how unclean is the Heart! and our Lord ſays, 
| Adultery may be committed there. Unclean 
Thoughts, and Wiſhes, and Deſires, are Adul- 
tery before God. How much Fornication 8 
| Adul- 
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V 
Adultery then is committed, that the World does 
not know of ! How addicted is Youth, eſpecially 
to unclean; unchaſte Thoughts, Words, Geſ- 
tures, Actions, Songsz-and Signs of Luft! How 
much Iniquity lies+upon us, through the Breach” 
of this Commandment ! how many are the Luſts- 
and vile Affections of the Soul! And who then 
can ſtand before the heart-fearching God |! | 

8. Thou ſhalt nat ſteal. Neither from God nor” 
from Man. But how hard is it to be willing to 
give all their Dues } We are ready to rob God of 
his Honour and Time, and what he juſtly ex- 
pects and demands from us. And how many 
Temptations eatice us to ſecret Frauds, and 
Jhefts, and Cozenage | How many Deceits are 
uſed in Trade! falſe Wares and Goods are put 
off inſtead of right and true! How much Guilt” 
is there in Weights, Meafures, Balances, and 
Modes of Trade! how much: engrofling of Com- 
modities,. to impoſe upon the Publick! Ho 
much ſkrewing and pinching poor Men in their 
Wages and Hire, in order to get their Labour 
and Work for little or nothing; How manv 
ways are there in breaking this Commandment!” 
I may not forget the Apoſtle's Ad moni tion. 
who ſays. That no man go beyond [or over-reach}* 
or defraud his Brother in any Matter, becauſe 
the Lord is the: Avenger of all ſucls as we have 
forewarn'd you and teſtified ;. 1 Thel. iv. 6. | 

9. Thou ſhall not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy 
Neighbour. How juſt a Law is this ? How unjuſt - 
is it for me to take away another*s good Name 2 
his Intereſt, his Uſefulneſs, his Trade and Live- 
lihood may depend. upon his good Name: I muſt- 


E 


vherefore beware, that by whiſpering, backbit- 


ing, or open Reproaches and Railing, I do not 
{ſpoil my Neighbour's Reputation and Fame; 
eſpecially if I am calld. before the Magiſtrate to 
bear Witneſs, I muſt be very cautious, as I muſt 
confeſs the Crimes that I have ſeen committed, 
becauſe the publick Good requires it, ſo I muſt 
dread to ſay any thing falſe againſt my Nei gh- 
bour then, for then I may bring his Eſtate, his 
Family, his Life into Danger, and commit 
many Sins 1n one. 
10. Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour*s Houſe, 
thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Wife, nor his 
Man-ſertant, ner his Maid-ſervant, nor his Ox, 
nor his A's, nor any that is thy Neigthbour's. 
© if I could keep this Commandment, how ea- 
{ily would all the reſt be kept ! If the deſires of 
my Heart were all regular, and juſt, and good, 
tow ready ſheuld J be for all Obedience L But 
unruly Luſts and Affections poſſeſs my Soul, 
the conſtant Effects and Fruits of original Cor- 
1ptron and indwelling Sin! This makes me 
repine at the Providence and Diſpoſals of God ; 
makes me diſquieted and diſcontented with 
the Lot and Condition that God aſſigns me; 
makes' me imagine that other Folks State and 
Condition is better than mine; and then I am 
rompted to covet their Houſe or their Lands, 
their Wealth, and Cattle, and Goods ; and this 
is an Inlet to abundance of other Sins. May 
I fee the Corruption of my Nature, and la- 
ment it before God! What need is there of the 
conſtant Practice of Self-denial and Submiſſion 
to the juſt Will of God! How ſhould. I ſtudy 


. 
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Thankfulneſs too! 


the World; and not Contentment only, bur 
How much have I more- 

than others ! and how good has God been to 
me all my Days How many Snares and Temp- | 
tations have I been deliveted from, and how 
many may I be delivered from, if I could but 
be content, and ſee the Goodneſs of God ! while 
they that covet to be rich, fall into divers We 
Snares and Miſchiefs, and pierce themſelves-- ⁵ 
through with many Sorrows ! Lord, incline” 

ny Heart to thy Te Jrimonies, and not to Cover : 
oufneſs ! Pf. exix. 36. 

Thus examine thine Heart and Ways by⸗ 
God's Precepts - Poor Sinners, compare yo ur- 
ſelves, your Conſciences and Practices with the 
Law of God! and then you will ſee that God® 
is holy, and his Law is holy, reaſonable, and 
good, but you are ready to drink in Iniquity 
like Water: you will ſee how unable. you are 
to keep this good and perfect Eaw, how in- 
clined and prone you are to break it in Thoughts... - 
Word, and Deed ; you will then ſee, how un- 
able you are to ſtand before God upon the 
Account of Sin and Rebellion againſt him: you 
will ſee, that there is no Robm to expect * 
hope to be juſtify*'d by the Law; there can be 
no Appeal to that, for Trial of your Innocence, 
Obedience, and Righteouſneſs before God: If 
God ſhould try you for Life by the Rule f 
this Law, you are loſt for ever; the Law wil! 
condemn you; every Commandment will pro 
nounce you guilty : the Threatning curſes» vo 2 
tor Curſed: is: every. one” ihat continuer nos in 4 
things that are. * the Book Book- of this. Lau 
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Fou will then ſee the Need and Uſe of the 
Goſpel, which is to bring in another. Way of 
Juſtification and Life: you will ſee the Need 
and the Uſe that there is of the Lord Jeſus, 
who 7s the End of the Law, for Life and Righte- 
ouſneſs to them that believe: you. will ſee the 
Reaſon and Uſe of Faith in | Chriſt, whereby 


you are to receive, and embrace, and accept the 


+ Lord Jeſus for your Redeemer and Saviour, for 
the Lord your Righteouſneſs, to free you. from 


the Curſe and Condemnation of the Law, and 


to be the Ground of your Reconciliation, Ac- 


ceptance, Peace and Life with God. If out of 
a pure and penitent Heart,. you have Faith in 


him, and an unfeigned Liking of him, ai d con- 


jent that he ſhouid be yours, and you his, his 


= Blocd will cleanſe you from all Sin, and give 
8 * you Favour, and Friendſhip, and Joy with God. 


—  - — n.. 


_ Goſpel of Chriſt, 


7 HY then will you not come to the Lord 
Feſus, that you may have Life in him, 


| and by him? The eterna} God has committed 


the Deſtribution and Beſtowance of eternal Lite 


- 


to him, and hath borne this Record, That who- 
ſocver hath the Son (the Lord Chriſt, the Son 
of God) hath, and ſhall have everlaſting Life: 


Why is he fo deſpiſed, and diſregarded in the 


World? He came from Heaven ta teach us the 
Way thither, and to that eternal Life: he was 
facrificed and fain; to ſave us from Sin and 
— — | Deata: 


15 
Death, and procure for us eternal Life: he roſes 
again from the Dead, to ſnhew us that there ſhall 
be a Reſurrection, add an Entrance into eter- 
nal Life: he is aſcended and gone into Heaven, 
to tell us where eternal Life is, and to aſſure 
us, that in following him, we ſhall alſo aſcend 
into eternal Life: he ſent down his Spirit to 
enable his Apoſtles and Miniſters to preach a- 
bout the World eternal Life: 
Life and Immortality (eternal Life to light and 
view) by his heavenly Goſpel: he continually 
gives his Spirit to ſanctify. and prepare Souls for 
eternal Life: he means to come again from 


Heaven, to beſtow upon his few faithful Ser- 


vants eternal Life: he has ꝑ rov'd tothe World, 
that God has ſo loved us, that he has given us 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believes on. 
vim ſhould not Perilh, but have everlaſting Life : 

and. yet poor inning, peniſhing Mortals wilt 
not come to him for Life; will not admire and 
value, and ſeek eternal. Life; will not take 
Means and: Methods that lead to eternal Life 2 
will not walk in that appointed, holy Way, that 
will bring them to eternal Life; will reſolvedl 

prefer the vain Things of this World, and the 
Pleaſures of Sin, before the Jays of. Heaven 


and eternal Life. 


And now, Men and F e and Fathers 
what ſhall we ſay to theſe T hings ? What ſhalt 
we ſay to you, that are ſo loth to enter into Life?" 


Pray conſider, what would you have God do, 
or the Lord Jeſus, do, or the. Holy Ghoſt da, 1 


or Manes do for you ?: 


What would. yau have God do, more than $ 


hs rk, done 8. He has brought eternal Life down 


he has brought 
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have Eyes, and not ſee; 


bo „ I! 
wo all co; bet 
to your Doors; offers it to your Minds ang 
Hearts, and Acceptance, but you will have none 


of him, and none of it. What ſhall he do now? 
Shall he take away your Bibles, your Miniſters, 
your Light, your Helps towards Heaven ? Shall 
he leave you as much without Bibles, and Sab- 
baths, and Sermons, as the Turks, and Heathens, 
and wild Indians? What will you do then ? If 
few are ſaved now, certainly fewer will be ſaved 
then; or if God leaves you the Bible, and his 

dinances: may he not juſtly ſay, You ſhall 
Ears, and not hear; 
Hearts, but not underſtand and conſider? May 
he not now ſay, You ſhall not be converted, nor 


healed, nor pardoned, but marked out for 
eternal Deſtruction and Damnation ? Alas | my 


Brethren, will you provoke God again to re- 
pent that he made Men on the Earth! And 
will you grieve him at the Heart? Shall he re- 
pent that he has made you, and formed and 
faſhioned you with ſo curious a Body, and fo 


noble a Soul, which you uſe only to fin againſt! 


him, and provoke him to the Face ? Would you 
have God repent that heſent his Son to ſave 
you, and ſhew you the Way to eternal Life 
© how dreadful will be the Iſſue of your con- 
tinually offending him, and deſpiſing his Good- 
neſs, and Mercy, and Love! 


2. What would you have the Lord Jeſus do 


more than he has done already? Would you 


have him bleed and die again? Would you have 
him wounded and bruiſed for you again ? If he 
again, it will do you no 


more Good. than his . — 2 | 


Mould be ſerved fo: 


— —— 


[97] 


have done; you would continue the ſame un- 


Ikiad, untoward, unthankful Souls, as you are: 


now. And do you think all your Folly, and 
Luſts, and Sin, is not diſpleaſing and grievous 
to him? Doyou think he 1s not well acquainted 


with all your Unkindneſs and Undutiſulneſs, 


with all your Contradiction to him, and to his 

Love and Blood? No thanks to you, if he is 
not wounded with Grief, and broken in Heart.. 
Do you think if he was on Earth, in the Condi- 

tion that once he was, that he would not mourn 
and weep over you, as once he did over hard- 
hearted Feruſalem, when he eried out, O that 
thou hadſt but known, in this thy Day, the Things 

that belong to thy Peace! But now they are bid: 
from thine Eyes ! Will you do nothing but grieve: 
and offend the good and gracious Saviour! What 

will hedo for you when he comes again ? Will: 

he not laugb at your Calamity, and mock when: 
your Fear "cometh ? will he not certainly exe- 
cute the terrible Judgments upon you that: 
you are wilfully deſerving at his Hand? 

3. What would you have the Holy Ghoſt do? 
How long ſhall he be grieved and vexed by 
your Unbelief and Hardneſs of Heart? Would: 
you have him turn to be your Enemy? Would 
you have him leave you, and deliver you up to- 


your own Hearts Luſts ? Alas b what will be- 


come of you then ? Tou will ſoon run into all. 
Ungodlineſs, till you have ſinned yourſelves in- 
to Hell. How eafily can he open your Conſeci- 
ences, and ſet your Sins in all their heinous. 
Colours before your Faces, till you have no. 
Reft, Night nor Day! till. you chuſe Strapgs 
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58 Þ 
ling and Death, rather than Life ! and till you 
taſte that Confuſion and Deſpair, that is the 
Beginning of eternal Torments, 

4. What would you have poor Miniſters do? 
Would you have them go on in their Work, or 
leave it off 2 If you would have them leave it off, 
how can they for Pity; even for Pity to your 
poor periſhing Souls? It was Pity and Com- 
paſſion that made many of them-undertake the 
Work : it pitied them, to ſee ſuch e 
about them lie dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin: 
pitied them to ſee ſo many ignorant, Colifh, 
careleſs Souls, neglecting God and their great 
Salvation: ſuch Pity as this brought them into 
the Service, and made them willing to try by 
all Means to ſave ſome : and now muſt they all 
leave of the Work that they have begun ? Shall 
there be none to ſpeak for God, and for Chrift, 
and for Heaven, and Holineſs? Muſt Miniſters 
believe, and yet not ſpeak? Muſt they believe 
the Word of God; believe there is a Heaven 


and Hell, and eternal Judgment, and yet have 


never a Word to ſay to poor Sinners, to warn 
them, or counſel, or perinade them to lay hold 
on eternal Life? | 
Or would you have them go on? But how 
ſhall they be able, when they ſee no Good done 
by their Work? Your Unbelief and Unprofita- 
leneſs ſpoils all. And will you break their 


Hearts; What Wrong have they done you, that 
”. you make them look ſad and melancholy, and 


drooping from Day to Day? Alas ! little do you 


know the Grief that you-cauſe to good Minifters! 
You make them ready to throw away their 


"4 61. 


Work, ready to accuſe themſelves for venturir 
upon it, and ready ſometimes to accuſe the Pro- 
vidence of God, for laying it upon them: and 
yet would you have them go on? O cruel 
Friends! How can we go on with a ſad Spirit 
and a pained Heart, from Week to Week? O 
cruel Brethren ! that will not be converted by us! 
will not be perſuaded by us to turn, and live, 
and ſerve the living God! Time was, when 
Miniſters had their Joy and Fleaſure in che Suc- 
ceſs of their e b in the Converſion and 
Edification of Souls: but now we muſt fit ſor- 
rowful and diſcontented; [rae will not be 
gathered; the Sinners of Mankind will not 
eturn and be ſaved. 
Ah! dear Souls! how ſhall I beſpeak ye? 
How ſhall I make any Impreſſion on you ? Are 
you reſolved you will not read this Letter; or 
if you do, that you will not think on it, or re- 
gard it? No wonder you will not, fince you 


vill not mind nor regard the Word of God: 
tow ſhall Man, a little finful Duft, expect to 


be heard, when the eternal God may not be 
heard? But how then ſhall I mourn over you? 
Will weeping for you do you any good ? I hope 
| ſhould then be willing to weep Tears of Blood 
for you, if they would but help you to Heaven 
and to eternal Life. But alas ! the Saviour has 
wept over and over, and ye will not hear : he 
has ſweat Drops of Blood trickling down to 
he Ground, and ye will not hear: he has pour- 
ed out his Soul unto Death, and yet ye will 
ot ſo hear and ſee, that ye may live. 

Now dear Souls, what do ye think of theſe 
Fhings ? Will ye not ariſe now, and go to your 
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Wards it. but Books enough there are in thi 
World, that might be Bleſſings to your Soul; 
happy is our land in ſtore of good and pious Book 
of all Sorts and on all Subjects? How diligen 5 
and laborious have Abundance of God's Saint 
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 impertinent Viſits, idle Games and Sports, th 


a Cloſet, with a good, ferious Book ! A god '} 


[ bo J 


Heavenly Father! Will ye not bethink yourſelv t 
of living better, and ſpending your Time bette : 
for the future? This Letter can do but little toff © 


and Servants been, in meditating and vritiq 4 
Books for us, and for the Good of our Souls 1 
What Nation under Heaven can coinpare wit! D 
us for Multitude and Variety of ſound, ſwe:tifl 


heavenly, practical Diſcourſes ? And is it not ſad 
that they ſhould not be made uſe of? As many: q 
they are, do you want one more to invit 
and perſuade ye to peruſe thoſe that are alrea 
written ? Take up and read, ſaid the Voice . 


St. Auſtin in the Garden. O learn to get mor b 
alone, and converſe with a ſearching, quickerin C 


edifying Book! How much Time is ſpent ! 
Vanity, Trifling, and Sin! how much Time““ 
ſpent in Taverns, in Alehouſes, Coffee Houſes 1 


might be much better ſpent in a Chamber, | 


Book would help you to know God better, at 

to underſtand his Word better; it would he J 
ou to know more of Chrict, and Heaven, a G 

eternal Life: It would helpyou to know mo 


of yourſelves and Sins, more of your Hearts a 6 
Ways, more of God's Commands, and yo V 
Duty to him: it would teach you to love Ge 

and Man, to overcome the World, and live! 1 


Faith. It would teach you to hear better, 2 


ſay better, to be holy in all Converſation, a 
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How have good Men ſtudied, and Jaboured 


1 5 61 i i 
to be better 3 for Death and Tulgne 


and wrote, that they might do ſomething to 
ſave your Souls! And ſhall all their Labours be 
loſt ? They would © fain have you come to the 
ſame Heaven and Happineſs, to which they are 
gone. And will you unkindly refuſe all their 
Help and Labour of Love! Ah! poor Souls, 


what will become of you at laſt? How many, | 


Helps, and Means, and Aids, have you to give 
an Account of, at the great, the laſt Day of the 
World ! How many holy Lives of God's Saints 
and Servants have you ſeen, which ſhould have 
quickened and encouraged you in the Way to.. 
Heaven! How much Time and Labour have 
they ſpent for you | How many great and holy, 
pleaſant and profitable Works have they left 
behind them, by which they ſtill ſpeak to you, 
and preach to you, and give Warning, and 
Counſel, and Direction to you! Hear them if 
you will not hear us : hear the Dead, if you will 
not hear the Living. With what Voice and 
Language would they ſpeak to you, were they 
to come again from the Dead? How earneſt 


would they be with you to eſcape thoſe Flames 


that they have eſcaped, and to enter into thoſe 
Joys, into which they are entered! What De- 
ſcriptions could they repreſent of the Love of 
God, the Grace of Chriſt, the Glories of the 
Blefled ! But they muſt not: you muſt learn 
to live by Faith, as they did, and to truſt the 


Word and Trüth of God as they did: you . 
muſt -fo!low them through. Faith and Patience 1% 3 1 


i iberit the Promiſes, 
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1 8E Cr. vl. tn offetionate Paraphraſe 


Bae. xviii. 31. | 8 
Io W can you, without a melting Heart, 
1 ſee and hear thoſe compaſſionate Words 


of the good God, ſaying to you, My will ye die, 
O bouſe of Iſrael? The Heuſe of Jrael was the 


Chureh of God, the Company of thoſe that had 


the Book of God, the Covenant and Ordinance 


of God among them; and yet God aſks them, 


why <will ye die, and be loſt for ever? Suppoſing 
him aſking you the fame Queſtion, you pro- 


xd Chriſtians ; you that now belong unto the 


I  Jfratl of God: why will ye die? Why will ye. 


ſin on, and refuſe Mercy and Peace, and run 
yourſelves. wiltully unto eternal Death and 
Damnation ? 335 Eh 
Conſider, and meditate the Extent and Im- 
portance of this Queſtion! How many more are 


contained in the Bowels of it, or may be drawn 


ſuitable thereto 2 Many ' ſerious weighty Queſti- 
ons may be aſked you, upon every Word of the 
Queſtion of the Text; as, 1. Upon the Word 
die, relating to that Death and Miſery, that you 


are ſo willing to run into. 2. Upon the Word 
Deu, relating to the People and Folks that are 


here ſuppoſed fo willing to die. 3. Upon the 
Word by, iniquiring into the ſtrange Reaſons 
that move you to be willing to die. 


IIS K — "7 


I. Queſtions on the Word Die. 


WW 


1) > Oaſider, what Queſtions. may be pro- 


poſed to you from the Word Die? Why 
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will ye Die? What is this Death as you are. fo 
ready to continue and bring upon yourſelves ? 


r. Why will you continue ſpiritually dead? a 1 


Dead in your Guilt, and Treſpaſſes, and Sin? 


Head in your Ignorance, Unbelief, and Hard- | 
neſs of Heart? Dead to God, and to Religion, 


and all the Ways of God? Is there no ſuch thing 


as ſpiritual Life? no Inclination and affection 
of the Soul to God, and Heaven, and Goodneſs ?” 
is there no ſuch a thing as Communion and In- 
tercourſe with God ? What does the Goſpel then 
fignify, that profeſſes to lead you to ſuch high- 
and heavenly. Communion and Enjoyments ? Is 
there no ſuch thing as a Converſation in Heaven? 
what mean then all the holy, heavenly Lives of 
God's Saints? Do they not declare plainly, that 


they ſeek a better Country; that they have 


Hopes, and Hearts, and Joys above? And 
will you be Dead to all theſe? Dead to Chriſt, 


and Heaven, and the Happineſs of Saints? And 
will-you-be alive only. to Sin and to the World; 
to the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life? 


O why will ye continue dead to all. that is 


Good, and Holy, and Divine! | 
2. Why will ye refuſe the Author of Life, the 


living God, that gives Grace to his Saints, and 


Glory to the Bleſſed ? His Spirit gives Life ; the 


Light of his Countenance gives Light and Joy; 


With him there is the Fountain of Life and 
Peace. Why do ye put him thus to Complain 


My People will have none of me none of my | 


gracious, quickening Preſence 1 They will not 


come to me that they may have Life. Why are 
ye unreconciled to the God of Life, and why will. 


ys Die, O bouſeæ of Iſrael? FE 2 
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38. Why do you reject and refuſe the Way of || of 
[ ite: the good Way, that will bring ye ſafe- I tic 
ly unto eternal Life? God has ſhewn you that ye 
Way. The Path of Life he hath made known ru 
do you. His Law is good, and leads to Life. ing 
lis Commandments are everlaſting Lite. Ho- yo 
Uneſs is ſpiritual Life, yea, it is eternal Lite ÞÞ of 
begun. Why do ye hate that Life and ſtand at If ye 
__ a Diſtance from it? Why do you ftarve, and 
Wound, and ruin your Souls? And why wil | — 
you Die, O hou/e of Iſrael ? l . 
4. Why will you imbitter your own Death ? 
{Your natural Death that is approaching apace ? 02. 
cu cannot prevent it indeed, but you may make 
it mere bitter and more dreadful. What a ter- IO. 
Tible Death will you die, if you die in your Ihe. 
„Sins ! a Death far unlike that of the Righteous |! Þ| 2, 
They go to ſleep : they die in Peace, and go to fan 
joyful Reſt with God; but ycu die under the 
Curſe and Wrath of God; under the Hatred and 
Anger of God, What Poiton and Stings do 
you put into your Death! How ghaſtly and 
trighful will the King of Terrors look upon 
you ? What Pains and Racks will be in your 
Conſciences, when ye are to leave the World:? 
Ils not Death, of itſelf, ſad and grievous enough, 
but you will make it worfe! Why will you chuſe 
the moſt terrible Paſſage out of the World! 
and why will you die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 
5. Why will ye venture upon unſpeakable, 
endleſs Death ? Ah ! dear Souls ! do ye know 
- -what the Wages of Sin are? Do ye know what 
the Power and Wrath of an offer ded God are he 
Do you conſider what it is to lie under the weight Pa 
FF ö 
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Ty... 
of || of his Frowne, of his Terrors, and fiery Indigna- 
e- tion for ever? O that you may never know by 
at | your own Senſe and Experience ! But are ye not 
vn || running into thoſe Flames? Are ye not deſtroy- 
fe. ing yourſelves, and bringing Damnation on- 
o- your own Souls ? Pity yourſelves! haſten out 
ite of the Jaws of everlaſting Death! For why will 
at ye Die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? ah N 


nd | 

I — n — nrnnenmnmenmnmo—tmmmnm—es — e 
2 II. Ryc/tions on the mord Vou. 

e ? B(2) gYOnfider what Enquiries ariſe from the 
ke Word you, in this ſacred Expoſtulation, 


er- Queſtions relating to the People and Perſons, . 
dur here fuppoſed thus willing- to die: Why will 
is | n die ? yen that come under ſuch Characters 
to land Confideration as theſe———— © 
the 1. You that are ſuch noble, rational Crea- 
and Itures, why will you die? You that are the Beauty- 
do land Firſt-borr of this World and Creation? You » 
and that are ſuch Products of Divine Power and 
pon SkUI. How curiouſly and wonderfully are you + 
our framed and - wrought? Fou may each of your 
ſay to the great God, Thy Hand,; have made me 
and faſhioned me. In thy Book were all my Mem- 
vers written ; when as yet, none of them were 
Hrawn out and figured. Read the Hiſtory of 
your Creation, and ſee if there is not good Reaſon 
able, to argue the Caſe with you. Why will ye die? 
Cod made Man (the Body of Man) out of the - 
hatt of tbe Field. A curious Body, you ſee; 
are ?flhe has made it, compoſed of many curious 
ght arts; fit for many curious Motions, Employs, 
of TR oe” le TR 


and Exerciſes; * to be the Companion and 
Habitation of a noble Soul. 


fo curious a Body? Is it not enough that it muſt 
diſſolve and lie rotting in the Grave for many 


8 nothing « of a future State and World; He teact- 


maketh you wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven, Job 


_ Vies, and why t 
. capable of immortal Life and Joy. 


Loet thoſe Things die, 


downward : but why will Jou dies whoſe Spirit 
1 et l e ee ie So 


(66) 


And will ye deſtroy 


Years ; but would you alſo have it lie rack'd 


and tortur' d in Hell for evermore? God then 


breath'd into Man the Breath of Life, a living 
Spirit: 


 Whereupon he came a living, always 
hving, or immortal Soul. And ſhould immor- 


tal Souls die and periſh under the Wrath of 


God? You are knowing, rational Creatures, 


and will you die? You can underſtand what 


Death is, and can know how to efcapeit. You 
can forſee it and fear it, and haſten from it. 
Let Brutes die, they know not what Death 
means, their Death is nothing in compariſon 
with yours. Let wild Beaſts. and Cattle die, 
they were made to be taken and deſtroyed : are 
not you of much more Value then they ? They can- 
not make an Atonement for your Sin, cannot 
ranſom. your Souls: cannot be informed and 


inſtructed as you are: they know nothing, of 


Life or Death, nothing of Time or Eternity, 


eth you more than the Beaſts of the Earth, an 


XXXV. 11. He has made you for noble Ends and 
then will you die? You are 


Is not-Im 
mortality written upon your Natures ? Upon 


your Minds, and Memories, and Conſciences 
whoſe Spirits- muſt go 


** 
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muſt go upwards; and muſt return to God who. 


gave it? $ID THEE | +2 
2. Lou that are put into a Redeemer's Hand, 


why will you die? Know ye not that ye have | | 


been bought with a Price? that the Lord Jeſus 
died, roſe and revived, that he might be Lord of 
the Dead, and of the Living? Is he your Lord? 
and is he Lord of Life? and why will ye die? 
Has he brought you into his Hands, that he 


may prove and try you, and yet wil ye die? Is 


he willing to reſpite the Curſe of the Law for a 


while; willing to try you with Patience, and 14 


Mercy, and Counſel for a little Seaſon ? Does 


he ſet you in a State of new Trial and Proba- 
tion, to ſee how you will act towards him, and 
how you will carry it to an endleſs Eternity? 


and are ye reſolved to abuſe his Goodneſs, and 


to die at laſt} Shall a Redeemer do ye no 


good ? Shall a Mediator be loſt, 3 and all his 
Care and Love be | forfeited ? O you redeemed 
of the Lord, Why will ye die?? 

3. You that have the Bible, the Book of God 


to lead you unto / Lite, why wall ye die? Lou 
th at have the Words of Grace, and Words, of 


Life, why will ye forſake all, and run into eternal 


Death? What. Advantage then hath the Houſe of 


Iſrael above all other Nations and People? Much 


every Way; chiefly that uuts you are committed 


the Oracles of God. He has not dealt ſo with 


other Lands and Countries. How many large 
Nations on the Earth fit in Darknefs, and in 
the Shadow of Death? Did you know how 
great a Part of this World is without the true 
: Knowledge of God al d Chriſt, ſurely you would my 
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* pity thoſe that dwell there ; and ſurely you'd 
be aſtoniſhed at the Providence of God, and 
be provoked to improve and employ: your Bi- 
bles and your Light much more. God ſeems 
to wink at their Ignorance: but he deals not ſo 
with you he calls you into marvellous Light; 
brings Life and Immortality to Light unto you; 
gives you leave to look into the Myſtery of his 
Will, into the Myſtery of his redeeming Love, 
ordained for your Glory: he gives you a Pro- 


ſpect into Heaven, into the moſt holy Place: 


gives you leave to ſee and contemplate the 
Things that Angels deſire to look into. And 
ſhall the living Oracles be in vain? Shall the 
Spirit of Inſpiration be given to the Church in 
vain ? O you inſtructed, enlightened Souls, 
why will you die, and periſh for eve? 
4. Lou that have Life ſo frequently and frank ly 


offered to you, why. will ye die? Eternal Life 


offexed you by the God of Life ? Are not they 
juſtly reckoned wilfully to die, that wilfully re- 
fuſe Life, when it is ſet before them? Can you 
fſay that Life, bleſſed Life has not been offered 
to you? Will not your Conſcience. declare the 
| contrary ? Will not the Bible and your Mini- 
ſters witneſs. the contrary? Is not. eternal. Life 

offered you in the Covenant of God, and toge- 
ther with the Son of God ? In the Covenant of 

S God, Which is a Covenant of Life and Peace 


with poor Sinners, does not the God of Life 


li there call to you, Hol every one that thirſteth ! 
Ah, poor, indigent, dying Mortals, you that 
want all ſpiritual, ſaving Bleſſings, Come your 10 


the Waters: come to the Fountain of living 


— — — — 


Watere 
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Waters, to the Fountain of Life, and Grace, and 
Glory! and he that hath no Money, no Merit, 
or Worth of his own, Come, buy and eat, come, 
and take freely; come, and receive, and em- 


brace the Bleſſings of Life, and Peace; incline 


wour Ear, (be not ſtill dead and obſtinate ;) 


come to me, and I will make an everlaſting Ce- 


venant with you, even the ſure Mercies of Da- 
vid. And what are the ſure Mercies of David? 


is there not Life among them for evermore 7 


How can ye deſpiſe the Covenant of God? Is 
not the Son of God, and Life with him offered 


unto you? Doth nor the eternal Father ſay,” 


Here 18 my beloved Son, hear him : receive 
him : there is Life in the Son ? be that hath the 


Son, bath Life: let him be yours, and all is 
yours 3 eternal Lie; eternal Joy; eternal 


Blijs and Glory is yours. O poor Souls! why 


wilt you die, to whom eternal 1 Life i is l freely 


and kindly offered? | 

5. You that have a Saviour Sanding and knock- 
ing at your Doors, Rev. iii. 20. why will you die * 
what is the Mortal's Privilege i in this Day of 


Grace! The Saviour waits, and calls, and knocks. 


How few Nations have him ſo near, and ſo loud- 
ly knocking at their Doors, as you have? How 7 


kind is his Voice, and courteous is his Carriage! "i 


Do you not hear him ſaying, Open to me, my Be- 


loved, open your Minds and Hearts to me, and 


Iwill come id and ſup with you, and you with me? 
And how richly will he entertain you with the 


Foretaſtes of glorious Life and Heaven? How 


frequent are his Meſſages of Love! how i inviting 
are his Frovidences ! * open are his Arms to 


em- 
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be not put you upon repenting and turning un- 


die, to whom the Meſſengers of God are not 


| F of Goſpel Peace, yet why ſhould you die, to 


FF | 
embrace ye ! how full art his Promiſes, and how yor 
ſtrong his Importunities! And after all this Jour 
will ye reſovedly die, O Houſe of Hrael? | 
6. You that have a divine Spirit ſtill ſtriving 

with you, why will you die! a Spirit of Lite 
in ſome Meaſure moving upon your Soul | Ig Wi 
he not {till leading you unto God, and Religion, 
and holy Life! Does he not tell you, that row. C 
it is high Time to awake out of Sin and Sloth; 
and Time to look after Life and Eternity? Does 


to God ! Does he not tell you of your Sins, ard 
convince ye of your Unrighteouſneſs, and Re- 
bellion againſt God | Does he not tell ye, that 
he is ready to ſtand by you, and help in all your 
Motions towards Heaven and eternal Life? Does 
he not ſometimes give you good Thoughts and 
Intentions, good Defires and Reſolutions ; con- fſpiti: 
curing with the Word of Cod many times, and keſc 
make it good and. ſweet to you? And ſhall all BW! 
theſe works be loſt! will you alway. grieve the WI 
Spirit of God? will you reject him, till you it! 
have quite quenched his Motions and Opera- Ihe 
tions? O why will ye be ſo hardened againſt yo 
God, and Goodneſs | and why will. ye die, O 
Houſe of ral? ; A 

7. You that have the Miniſtry attending you 
to call ye unto. Life, why will ye die? If tho'” 


ſent, and not allowed to behold the beau- 
tiful Face of them that bring the glad Tidings 


whom they come with Words of Life and Joy 
They come to call you to Repeatance, that gt w 
3 | - you 
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you may live; come to call you to Faith in 


us | our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you may have Life 
his Name: come to call you to Reconcila- 
1g Ition with God, that you may live with God for 
fe [ever. And will nothing of this do, after all? 
Is. IWill you wilfully die? n 
n, 8. You that have the great God urging the 
»w: Caſe with ye, why will ye die? Do you know 
whatit is to have the loving and living God 
des pleading with you? He that ſpake it in Thunder, 
n- ſnd Lightnings, and Earthquakes to the ancient 
rd Houſe of Jrael, comes in a mild compaſſionate 


e- Way to plead with you. He might tell you, you 


ſhall die, whether you will or no: he might tell 


pities you amidſt your Sins and Folly, and con- 


hat Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs is here 
ill the eternal God ſtoop to argue and plead 


ra · new more Regard to your Welfare, than ye do 
nit ourſelves! How will ye anſwer him? What 
O'Meaſon will ye give him, why ye are ſo willing. 


o die, and to be deprived of his Preſence and 


ou Flory ? Does he call ye tolive? Does he plead 
of” nd intreat, that ye would be concerned for your 


douls? And yet will ye die, O Houſe of Ir ae} 7 
9. You that live within the Compals of the. 


ngs Thriſtian Church, why will ye die? you ' whoſe 
to Lot is fallen within the Church of God? Since 


oy | he Redeemer came into the World, of the two, 
Hat it was more tolerable that the ancient Houſe of 
| : ' ſfrael 


you, you ſhall be loſt and damned without Re- 
medy ; that it ſhall no longer be offered to your 
Choice, whether you ſhall live or no. Bat he, 


teſcends to reaſon with you, why will ye die? 


Irith contemptible Duſt and Aſhes ? Will he 
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more Light ſhines into the Houſe of Jae! 
now Types and Shadows are fied away ! non 
are ye allowed to behold the King in his Beauty 
now pe ſee Feſus, for the Suſferings of Deaib Pa 
made lower than Angels, but now crowned wit! 

Honour and Glory. You are call'd to take 


converſing in all Goodneſs and Holineſs amon 
Men; confirming his Doctrine with might 
Miracles; laying down his Life for your O. 
fences, riſing again from the Dead for you 
Juſtification, aſcending into Heaven, taking h;, 
Place at the 4 hand of God, intercedin Rig 


to come again with all his Angels and Saints 
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Jrael ſhould die, than that you ſhould. Theyf ar 


that lived in the World, and in the Houſe off 
God before the Mediator was born, their Death. 


might be more excuſable than yours; they had. 


not that open Light and clear Diſcoveries of di- 
vine and heavenly Things that you have; the f 
Church of God was then like an Heir under Age, 
deprived of many Privileges and EnjaymentyÞ* 
you are admitted to: they were held under more" 


Fear and Terror, under Types and Shadows 
and dark Ceremonies, till the Time of ReforÞÞ*** 
mation. But when the Meſſiah, the Mediatofſ®*! 


yo 


of. 
Po 
You 


came, the Times of Reformation came alſo: no 


nor 
Kir 
Er 
do 

the 
diat 
tere 


ed 


large view of the Redeemer born into the World 


or ſich as you, and defignin 5 


with the Father 
ect 


the Laſt Day, Tou are allow'd to look mo Poe 
into the Counſels of God, into the Ark of ind 
Covenant, into the Court of Heaven, and t 

Company, and the Pleaſures there, The NI) 
mW... tery that has been bid from Ages and Generali 
4 is made known to you for the Joy of Fait 
1 | al 


of s 
of ] 
inte 
ire 
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Jortion there, unleſs 
Hour Sin and” Sloth, and Fol! 


Ido they 


TYY-1 
and Fe the Obeiierice of Faith. And yet wat 


re die? will none of their Things lead ye unto 


Life ? you that are under the New Teſtament, 


5” the Reign and Kingdom of the aſcend- 
Redeemer, why will ye die? you that are 


pf the preſent rae! of God! Has not God pro- 


ided ſome better things for you, that they without | 


Br: ſbould not be made perfef? ? Heb. xi. 40. 
ud yet after all, will ye die for ever? 


10. You that dwell in the purer Part of the 
Houſe of 1/rael, why will you die? you that 


belong to Judah, rather than apoſtatized [7ael ; 


you, whoſe Lot is graciouſly caſt within the Pale 
of the reformed Churches ? how happy is your 
you make it miſerable by 
| y ? How great a 
Part of the Chriſtian World lies in doleful Ig- 


Inorance, Superſtif'on, and Idolatry | How many 
| Kingdoms are enſlaved to the Pope, and to the 


Errors and Abominations of Popery ! How little 
know of the Perſon and Mediation of 
the Lord Jeſus! How ready to ſet up other Me- 


Idiators together with him! and to fly to the In- 


terceſſion of Saints! How little are they inſtruct- 


Jed in the Merits and Fulneſs of his Death and 


Righteouſneſs ! in the Sufficiency and Power 
of the Sacrifice, by which he has for ever per- 


Ifecte ] them that are ſanctified! Alas! how are 
E poor Souls, in thoſe Lands, cheated with Maſſes, 


ind Latin Services, with the pretended Merit 
of Saints, and Prayers for the Dead, and Stories 


Jof Purgatory ! and fo are ſadly led by the Blind 1 


into the Ditch of Death and Deſtruction 1 And 
Ire not they enough to be deceived and die d. 


Will 


f 4 
Will you periſh as well as they! you are broug 
into more Light; you are allow'd to ſee th 
Errors, and the Vanity, and Deceit of their R. ab 
ligion: And do not your Souls pity them? Ar 
do you not ſeriouſly pray, that God's Kingdo: 
may come among them? If not, why do yo 
pretend to be Proteſtants? Is the Reformati 
no Blefſing to you? Is the Purity of the Scri 
ture, and of heavenly Doctrines, no Mercy 
vou? you are called to ſearch the Scripturd] 
- themſelves and to fee with your own Eyes th le 
Way to Life; You are taught the Way of Fo 
giveneſs and Pardon thro* the Blood and Ri 
. zeouſneſs of the Lord IJ :ſus: You are taught th 
purer Worſhip of God; and yet will you die 
O how ſad! that Proteftarts, that Inhabitan re- 
in the Reformed Churches, ſhould loſe Heave 
and their Souls, and die for ever! | 
11. You that live in the I and of Great? Bri 
tain, why will ye die ! that live in that happ 
Ifle, that God has ſo loved, and choſe to ble: 
O! what has the good God done for us 
How ſoon did he ſend his Goſpel hither, ar 
how long has he continued it, and by wh: 
wonderful Deliverances has he preſerved it 
What mighty Works of Salvation have ou 
 Fore-fathers ſeen, and declared to us! Wh 
ſtrange Revolutions and Acts of Divine Pre 
vidence have we ſeen, and had Reaſon to a 
mire; how oft have our Lives, and all o 
En'oyments been endangered! But God 10 
ſecured them! How oft have we eſcaped, 4 
Birds out of the Hand of the Fowler! Ho! 
few Campaigns and Summers paſt, but we ba 
a banda! 


Jances, 
the good God thus ſhew, that our Lives are 


Jveſs of yours. 
Iche bleſſed God, who thus expoſtulates with you? 
Have you any Reaſon to give the Lord Jeſus, 

when he ſhall come to judge the World, and 


Nen 


abundant 8 to bleſs God for 1 Ip 


Succeſſes, and Victories? And ſhall, 


dear to him, and ſhall we loſe them at laſt! 
ſhall he ſecure ſacred Privileges for our Souls, 


and ſhall we loſe them all] ſhall he watch over 


us for good, and ſhall we ruin all his Care and 
Watchfulneſs! O you indu'ged, ſaved, privi- 
leged Inhabitants of this Iſland ! why will 1 
die? 

12. You that read this 1 why will you 
die? If it be not worth your reading, throw it 
by, and take a better Book. 


to conſider what you are doing, and whither 
you are going? And will you not conſider ? 


Are you reſolv'd to go careleſly on, like a Beaſt 
| to the Slaughter? Will nothing move ye? no 
| Conſiderations awaken you? Will you read, 


and yet perih and die ? 


— 


Queſtions on the Word Why. 
THEN let us ask you a few other Queſtions, 
= ſach that may ariſe from the third Word 
in the Text, Ny, hy will ye die? Let me en- 
quire into the Resſons of this Wills or Wilful- 
Have you any Reafon to give 


when he ſhall ask you, why would ye die, and 
would not come to kim, that you might have 


It it be worth 
| reading, is it not fo, only becauſe it calls you 


Life? 1 
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Life? Have you any Riker for one that would 


ask you in their Name, why will ye die? Let 


| Conſcience fee and fay, whether theſe that fol- 


low are any of the Reaſons why you will die, 
and loſe your Souls and Life for ever. 

1. Are you reſolv d that the bl:fed God ſhall have 
no Glory in your eternal Life and Salvation? Are 
you ſuch an Enemy to his Glory, that you 


"© intend he ſhall have none in you and by you ? 


Have you heard how well-pleafing it will be to 
him to ſee you in Heaven? have you heard and 


read what his Son that came from Heaven has 


told ye ! That the Father rejoices when a poor 
Soul is returning thither ? that he is ready to call 
all the Family together, and fay to them, it is 


tet that wwe ſhould rejoice and be glad, for this your 


Brother «cas dead, and is alive, was laſt, and 
is found. And are you reſoly*d that you will not 
return to fo loving a Father ? that he ſhall have 
ho Joy in you, no Comfort in your Salvation ? 
Are you ſo fallen out with him; {9 unreconciled 
to him, that ycu are reſolv'd he ſhall not be 
erit\'d in you ? fhall never ſce the Glory of 
his Wiſdom, and Love, and Grace in you? O 
ungodly Soul! will you die out of Envy and 
Spite, reſolv'd that the God of Heaven ſhall 
have no Honour, no Glory, nor Praiſe By you 
or by your Salvation ? 


2. Are you reſolved that the Redeemer ſhall . 


10 Foy or Satisfaction in you Have you heard 


that the Father hath promis'd him a Seed to ſerve 
him? Have you heard, that he is to ſee of the 
Travail of his Soul; and to be ſatisfy*d ? But 
do you mean, that he ſhall be diſappointed in 
a | you 


tle Satisfaction and Solace, that may ariſe 


WET 
you? Do you reſolve that in you he ſhall not ſee 
the Travail of his Soul; and that in you he 
ſhall never be ſatisfied ? Are you reſolved,” that 


his Soul an Offering 
ſo diſpleaſed with him, as to be reſolved that 


was Alain, and redeemed you by his Bleed, O 
cruel Souls | why will you die 7 


been told, by a Meſſenger from Heaven, that 


there is Joy in the Preſence of the Angels over one: 
Sinner that repents and live? And are you re- 
ſolved thereupon to blaſt their Hopes, and ſpoik 


their Joys? Do you envy their preſent Happi- 


neſs, and reckon they have ſo much, that they 
ſhall have no more for you nor from you? Ah, 
poor Soul! what have they done to you, that 
you: are ſo envious at their Bliſs > Wherein 


have they deſerved your III-will, and Spleen ? 


What's the Matter you are fo loth to let them 
have your Company, and Converſation in Hea- 
ven ? What Fault do you find with thoſe good 
Spirits, that you will not let them have that lit 


your Preſence and Society? Why will vou deny 
them ſo ſmall a Matter, or ſo great a Pleafuret 


And why will you miſs of Heaven: 
will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael l. 
; , . . 171 ; 


G 3 


4. Do 


vou will never ſing the Song of Moſes, and of lj 
| 
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3. Are you reſclved that the holy Angels ſhalt © | 
have no Joy in, and by your Company? Have you 
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4. Do you defign that the Devil and damned 


HS bdirits ſball bave your Company for evermore? Are 


you more pleaſed with them than with the hea- 
venly Society? And are you more willing to 
oblige and gratify them? What Service do you 
owe the infernal Spirits? Have you found their 
Company ſo good, that you intend to have it 
for ever? Have you found their Service ſo plea- 


fant, that you will oblige them with your Com- 


pany in thoſe fiery Manſions ? What have they 
done for you? Have they help'd you to ſome of 
the Pleaſures of Sin? It may be they have; and 
will you therefore go and dwell with them in 

S their Habitation ? Have they help'd ycu to ſome 
Trade, and inade you rich? It may be they have. 
= There is a deal of Trade carried on by the De- 

vil's Counſel; and many are made rich by the 


Way that he puts them into. Tou know what 


he offered the Saviour bimſelf: he ſhewed him 
the Kingdoms of the World, and their Glories, 
and told him, All theſe will I give thee, if thou 
vill fall down and worſhip me, Mar. iv, 9. 

And has the Devil given you apy of theſe 
Things? and will you therefore die, that you 
may humour and gratify him? or have you 
made a Covenant with Death, and an Agree- 
ment with Hell? Have you (as ſome poor 
Wretches are ſaid to have done) entered - ſutd a 
Contract with the Devil, to be his, and to live 
with him? Elſe, what is the Matter; and who 
hath bewitched you, that you ſhould thus wil- 
fully run in the Way to eternal Death and Hell? 
F. Is it not enougb in your Eyes that Angels 
bave ſiuned and died, but you mujt die tos They 


_ have 


: we 
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have died, as they are capable of ** They 


are caſt out of their Manſions of Life and Glo- 
ry | God ſpared not the Angels that ſinned, but 
caſt them down to Hell, to be reſerved unto 
the Judgment of the great Day, 2 Pet. ii. 4. 


And are not thefe enough to ſuffer the Ven- 


geance of eternal Fire? Have you a mind to bear 


them company ?, Are you willing to hear that 


| dreadful Sentence, Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting 


Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels] If 


the Devil and his Angels are enough to go in- 


to that Fire, why will you go there? and why | 
will you die, O Houſe of Iſrael? "i 

6. I it not enough that your firſt Parents died, 
but you muſt die ? Is it not enough that Death is 
brought upon you by Entail, but you muſt bring 
it upon yourſelves alſo, by your own Folly and 


Wilfulneſs? Know ye not, that by one Man 


Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin; 


and that Death paſſed upon all, foraſmuch as 


all have ſinned? But alas! poor Mortals! is 
it not enough to have Death derived upon you 
from that one Man, even from old Adam] but 
will you voluntarily bring heavier Deſtru&tion ||| 
upon yourſelves? will nothing ſerve your Turn, 
but a reſolute pulling down of Death and De- 
ſtruction upon your own Heads? Know ye not 


that God is now ſetting you upon a new Foun- 


dation ! He now offers to you Life thro” his 
Son, the ſecond Adam; and in the ſecond Co- 
venant, eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes. If 
you, now die, you ſhall not die merely as one 


that ſinned in Adam, and fall with him in his 


firſt Te: but this will be your Cen- 
; | dem- 
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demnation, that Light is come into the World, 
and Life is come into the World, and has been 


offered unto you, and you would not have it. 


And will nothing ſerve your Turn, but a ſorer 
Condemnation; an aggravated Death? Are you 


reſolved, to die as Selt-deſtroyers; and wilfully 


acceſlary to your own Death? Why will vou 
die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 


7. Is it not enough that the cid W.rld died, bat 


you muſt die too? How long-liv'd was that World 
. how- well ſtored with Inhabitants | How long- 


lived 2 Six or ſeven hundred Years was an or- 
dinary Life. How well filled? The Earth ſurely 


was repleniſhed abundantly, he Earth was 
filled with Violence, Gen. vi. 11. As if it were 


tull of violent, bloody Inhabitants. But what 
a violent Death ruſhed in upon them all! God 


ſpared not the old World, but brought in the Flocd 


upon the World of the Ungodly, And Death came 


with the violent, irreſiſtible Water; no Shelter 


nor Refuge for poor Sinners, in Houſes, Courts, 


nor Caſtles; no Refuge in Woods, or on higheſt 


Trees or Mountain Tops: no Refuge in Grots, 
or Dens, or Caves of the Earth: Death ſweeps 


down and waſhes away a whole World before 


it: and then, how faſt did Souls die, as well as 
Bodies? then Hell filled apace : *twas a World 
of ungodly ones. And how many then Went 


hence: to lift up their Eyes in Hell! And were 


enough to die? Thouſands and thouſands that 


went down to the bottomleſs Pit! Was it not 


enough that a World thus died, but you mult 


add yourſelves to their Number, and yen muſt. 
die too? | | 


8. More. 


increaſe the Number of the eternally 


87 ] 
8. Moreover, was it not enough that Sodom, 
and Gomorrah, and other Cities of the Plain 
died, and dreadfully died, but you muſt die 
too? What a dreadful Death was theirs!. God 
rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah Brimſtone and 
Fire out of Heaven. And be overthrew thoſe 
Cities, and all the Plain, and all the Inhabitants 
of thoſe Cities, Gen. xix. 24, 25. And how 


many might thoſe Inhabitants be? Probably 


thouſands and thouſands. And what a Death 
was theirs? A Hell on Earth, Fire and Brim- 
{tone rained upon them out of Heaven: This 
was juſt like the Vengeance of eternal Fire. And 
are not theſe 'enough in your Eyes to die, but 
you muſt increaſe the Company and die too? 
9. Ii it not enough that the old Houſe of Iſrael 


ſhould ſo generally die, but ycu- muſt alſo ? Alas“ 


how few of the old I/rae! of God were willing to 
enter into Life] You find the Prophets of God 
complaining, Tho hath believed our Report? 


You find this Prophet pleading, Why will ye 


die, O Houſe of Iſracl? You find the Apoſtle 


complain, that Trae! would not be gathered; 


that the Jets the natural Branches were broken 


off through their Unbelief ; that they were un- 


willing to accept of Eternal Life; that they 
put the Word of God far from them: ſo that 
Mraib was come upon them to the utmoſt; and they 
were ſealed up unto eternal Death and Wrath. 
And are they not enough to die? eſpecially 
when added to all the reſt? Would you ſtill 
x ly dead? O, 
why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? 
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10. Are the Number of the Saved like to be . 
great, that you will be none of that Number ? Ah! 
fooliſh Profeſſors ! do you think that too ma- 
ny will get to Heaven ? You have heard indeed 
that there are thouſands and thouſands of An- 
gels; there is of redeemed Saints ſuch a brave 
Company, that no Man can number. But does 
this offend ye? Do you think the Multitude 


too great ? WII you deſcend to the damned 


World in Expectation to find fewer? Alas! 
will few be ſaved? Will the Righteous them- 
ſelves ſcarcely be ſaved? And will you think 
thoſe few too many ? Why will you ſhut your- 
ſelves out of their Number? And, why will ye 
eternally die ? Or, 

. 11:4 Heaven and Life #7 dreadful a State, that 
you are reſolved 7 you will not come there! What 
my Brethren, are you afraid of eternal Glory? 


Will Joy and Happineſs do you any Harm? 


Will heavenly Bleſſedneſs be your Grief, and 
Lofs, and Torture! Is everlaſting Light worſe 
than endleſs Death! do you hate and abhor 
the Face and Favour, and Loving-kindneſs of 
God? Will that Preſence and Glory be your 
Torture and Miſery? Why then do you fly 
from Heaven? why are ye, through Sin and 
Sloth, and Careleſineſs, haſtening unto eternal 


Deſtruction? O why will ye die, that are call ed 


unto eternal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus? 
12. I Death and Hell ſo happy a Hale, that 


; none but that will ſerve you ? What ſhall 1 ſay 


to you, poor dear Souls! Are ye in love with 


5 the Curſe of God? Can you chearfully bear 


the Showers of his Wrath ? the flaming Breath : 


that 
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that goes out of his Noſtrils? the ſharp Ar- 


rows of the Almighty, when they ſhall ſtick in 
your Hearts and Sides? Are howling, hideous 
Devils ſuch pleaſant Company, that you are 
reſolved to be with them for ever? How will 
you bear that aſtoniſhing Sentence, Go 5e 
Curſed in everlaſting Fire, prepared for the De- 
vil and bis Angels] Can ye chearfully dwell in 
everlaſting Fire, or contentedly lie down in 


_ everlaſting Burnings? If you make a mock at 


theſe things now, do you think you ſhall do fo 
when you are in the midft of thi! Do you 


think it will be as eaſy to find and feel thoſe ' 


Tortures, as it is now to hear or read of them ? 
Doſt thou think thou ſhalt rejoice that thou art 


got thither? and that thou ſhalt never repent 


the Time or Day that thou didit drop down 
into the endleſs furious Flames ? 


14. 1s the Mijery of the Sinners of the 2 


World jo ſmall, that you are reſolved yours fhall be 


greater than theirs ! Have you a mind to tafte 
and feel more than they? They have not had 
indeed your Iavit itions and Calls; your Light, 
and Helps, and Means. Do you think their Sins 
are not large enough; but yours ſhall be fuller 

and larger than theirs ? Do youthink their Stripes 


and Laſhes are not loud and keen enough; but 


ygurs ſhall be keener and deeper than thefts ? 
Ah!] poor Creatures! are you defirous to be 
beaten with moſt Stripes? would you make your 
Judgment and Torments greater than thoſe of 
Sula and Gomorrah ! greater than the Woes 
of Tyre and Sidon? Will nothing ſerve you, 
but the hotteſt Place in the fiery Lake ? nol 
mo 


be 
moſt raging Pains of Conſcience, the ſharpeſt 
Stings and Bites, of that enraged Worm, that 
never dies? Are you reſolved to be turned into 
Hell laden with Bibles, and Sermons. and 
Sabbaths, to make your Fall the lower there 
what's the Matter, that you prepare a Cuy 
of ſevereſt Indignation and Revenge for your- 
ſelves! O poor Chriſtian! will you die! How 
__ unſpeakable ſad and intolerable will your Death 
and Auguiſh be to all Eternity! 


15. Are you ſuch Enemies to yourſelves, that ycu 


are reſolved to die, whatever comes on't! Have 
you ſworn the Deſtruction of your own Souls 
and Bodies? Have you damned them ſo often, 
that you are now unwilling to revoke the Sen- 
tence? have you over and over devoted your 
Souls unto Damnation, and are ye willing to 
die in your own repeated Curſes ? What! are 
you implacably fallen out with yourſelves ? en- 
' raged at your own Beings! Are you grown ſo 
unnatural, that you hate and abhor your own 
Fleſh ? and would fain ſee it rais'd from the 
Grave, and thrown into the fiery Lake, that 


flames for ever? © cruel, barbarous Self- Tor- Ii 


mentors | Will ye die? © Iſrael, thou haſt de- 


ftroyed thyſelf ! Or | 
16. J ii nat enough te die once, but you muſt di: 


- 


He 


ſee 


twice? Die the ſecond and more dreadful Death JHa: 
The firſt Death muſt come, you. can't pre venifeel 


it: and how great will be its Work and Power! 


hat 


It will break the Frame of Man to Pieces; YO 1. 
tramples the Body into the Duſt, and will lay Sheri 
rotting and mculderiizg there: it will ſpoil yoqRurr 
of all your Beauty, and Strength, and Conielineſs rad 
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it will make you Meat for Worms, and min- 

gle you with the common Earth and Duſt. And 
is not this enough ? Will nothing but the ſe- 
cond Death ſerve your Turn? O confider how 


grievous that is! Is it called The Lake that burns 


with Fire and Brimſtone. That's the ſecond Death, . 
Rev, Ni 8. 
Fire? What Fire more ſharp and violent than 
that of Brimſtone! And is this the Death you 
covet and chuſe.? And. will not the Wrath, the 
Fury, the Indignation, and Vengeance of the 
Lord be more ſharp and ſevere upon the . | 
than Fire and Brimſtone can be to the Body! 
And: will! none but. the. ſecond. Death. ſerve : 
your: Turn? Or, 

. Have you a mind 70 try by your own Eu 


Ribu what. this Death is? what the Wages L 


of Sin is, and. the Penalty God has threatened ? 
Ate. you not willing to believe us; and to be- 
lieve the. Word of God, and the Account and 
Deſcription God has given you.? Are you like-. 
our firſt Parents, loth to go-upon Truſt ; wil- - 
ling to know Good and Evil for yourſelves, 
and ſo are ye deſirous to-.go to the Regions of 
Hell and Darkneſs to try how it is there? to 


ſt diqſee what they are doing and: ſuffering there? 
ath Have you. a mind. to taſte - their Sorrows z to- 
vent feel their Pains 3. to try whetner the Repart of 


Ithat World, and its Miſeries, are true? But» 


s Jo how will ye retun? Will you for an Ex- 
ay periment, and Trial, lay down in everlaſting- 
| yequrnings? Or are your Tortures ſo great al- 
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ady, you want to know the worſt and utmoſt” 
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ofthemꝰ? that has been the Caſe of ſome poor 
| ' tormented Souls; ſuch as Francis Spira, and 


ſome others. The Torments of their Minds and 


Conſeiences have been fo intolerably great, that 
3» - they have been ready to wiſh themſelves in Hell, 


that they might know and fee] the utmoſt of what 
they muſt endure: and therefore that they might 
be rid of Fears, they have wiſhed themſelves 


Plunged into the real Damnation of Hell. O 
tremble to think of it ! Is this your Condition? 


Are you overwhelmed with ſuch agonies ? why 
eue do ye run in the Way to endleſs Death? 
and why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael > Or, 

18. Are you willing that Death ſhould reign and 
triumph over this World of ours 1 So it muſt do, if 
the ſecond Death prevail; if natural Death muſt 
carry away the Inhabitants of the World into 


eternal Death. But it is determined by Heaven, 


that Death ſhall not ſo entirely reign. The Son 
of God is ſent from Heaven to ſay Death, and 
conquer it ; he has taken it for his Enemy, and 


he will reign, till he has trod all Enemies under 


his Feet: abe laſt enemy that ſhall ve deſtroy d, is 


Death. He will come from Heaven to deſtroy | 


it; he will come and open the Graves, and raiſe 
N to Life, to glorious, endleſs Life; and 

eath in them ſhall be entirely deſtroyed and 
ſwallowed up in Victory. But are you loth it 


ſhould be deftroy'd ? loth that it ſhould be abo- 
liſn'd and conquer'd by the Lord Jeſus ? are you 


willing that it ſhou'd reign till, and have the 


Yominion over you at the Reſurrection of the 


Dead 


pre 


1 
{ 


dead 


Wt i . T 
Dead ? Are you ſworn Friends to Death ?. and 


have you made a Covenant with Hell ? will you 
be the Slaves and Captives of it for ever ? Are you 
Enemies to the Power and Conqueſt of the Re- 
deemer ? do you intend that he ſhall not flay 


and vanquiſh Death for you? but that, in ſpite 
to him and his Glory, you will lie under the 


Power and Rage of Death for evermore ? Or, 
19. Have you a mind to defeat the Redeemer- s 
Doi *, in going to prepare Places above for ſuch as 


y,u ? Is he gone to Heaven to prepare Places 


tor poor Mortals ? and are you reſolved you wilt 
never come there ? ſhall there be room WM 
in the Regions of Life, and yet none for you 


you reſolved he ſhall not be a Fore-runner to you? 


you maliciouſly iatend to diſappoint and fruſtrate 


Shall the Redeemer be a Fore-ranner ; and ies 4 


* 


and that becau'e you will not follow him? do 


all his glorious Deſigns in aſcending into Hea- _ 


ven and fitting down at the Right-hand of 
God; and appraring there in the Preſence of 
God for you ? Are you reſolved he ſhall live in 


vain, and intercede in vain, and act in Heaven 


in vain, as to you ? Are you reſolved you will 
die, and will never come there? Or, 


20. Have you a mind to glorify ng other Attribute 
God, but bis Wrath and Vengeance? will you fall 
a Sacrifice to his Power and Fury? O how ſtron 
and dreadful will that be? Who can dwell in 


verlaſting Fire and Burnings ? Don't you e- 
member that the Saviour himſelf repreſents the 
proud, rich Man in Hell, tormented in thoſe 


James ? Such Vials of Wrath will be poured 
N out 
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[83 ], 
out upon the Veſſels of Wrath for evermore 
Alas, dear Souls! have you a mind to be mad 
2 Spectacle of divine Fury, Indignation an 
holy Revenge, throughout all the Ages of Ete 
nity ? If you will thus die, there is no Remed 
believing Hearts and Eyes mutt ſigh and wee; 
over you. Ye muſt in a little while lie dow! 
in the horrid ſulphurous Lake, that burns an 
Flames for ever and ever! 

But for all your preſent Wilfulneſs, will yo 
pleaſe, dear Souls, to think of theſs things! If 
there a Door opened for your Entrance inte 
endleſs. Life, and will you not think of it? ſhal 
the eternal God atk ye the Reaſon wky ye ui 
die, and will ye not think of it; ſhall the good 
and kind Redeemer knock at your Door and aſk 
you to go along with him into eternal Life, an 
*2e71l ye not think of it ! Is this Life haſtening tc 
an End, and will you not think of it? Is Deai 
approaching apace, and the Judge at the Door, 
and yet will ye not think of it, or him ? Muſt ye 
in a few Days be either in Heaven or Hell; N 
mong the bleſſed or tie damned, and yet will yell 

not think of it? Well, farewell, beloved Rea- 

der, and remember that thou haſt met with 2 
Letter that comes from one that would joyfully 
L&rve wy, Soul,. and meet hw) in * e. 


